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  We are a special place where senior living is celebrated each and every day. Here, you’ll discover a   host of   stimulating programs, invigorating special events and thoughtful services to help keep you engaged a nd   inspired. From the moment you step into our warm and welcoming community, you’ll feel right at home.
 We like to think that every day is another opportunity for fun, adventure and fulfillment. We offer   a wide   variety of cultural events, learning opportunities, entertainment options, religious programs and gr oup   excursions.  Call Mary today at 205-384-0660!
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 “Our Family Caring For Yours”

 H H R
 HENDRIX HEALTH
 & REHABILITATION

 1000 Highway 33
 Double Springs, Alabama

 489-2136
 • Skilled Nursing Care
 • Speech Therapy
 • Physical Therapy
 • Occupation Therapy
 • Outpatient Therapy Services
 For Info Contact Angelan Kladke, Admissions Coordinator

 hendrixhealthandrehab.com

By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle

A fifth grade teacher at Memorial Park Elementary School has
been named to the Alabama Positive Maturity’s Top 50 Over 50,
which celebrates members of the community who know how to
dream, laugh, contribute and achieve on many levels — all the
key elements of staying young while growing up.  

James Curtis Jordan said he was surprised to learn that he had
been chosen to this year’s Positive Maturity’s Top 50 Over 50.

“Tammy McGee asked if she could nominate me for the award

Top 50
Over 50

Elane Jones - Daily Mountain Eagle

James Curtis Jordan, a fifth grade teacher at Memorial Park Elementary , was recently
named to the Alabama Positive Maturity’s Top 50 Over 50 group.

Memorial Park instructor
honored by Positive Maturity

See JORDAN, Page 15

and told her sure, but I didn’t think
anything else about it,” Jordan
said. “Then one day in the spring, I
received an email telling me I had
been accepted, but I still hadn’t
told anyone, my co-workers and
family, that I had been chosen for
an award, until now.” 

The Top 50 Over 50 Banquet will
be held today at the Cahaba
Grand Conference Center in Birm-
ingham, and Dr. Jordan said he is
very excited about attending the
event. 

“Tammy brought me a magazine
that featured last year’s winners
and we’ve seen a list of this year’s
winners and there are some pretty
important people on both of those
lists,” Jordan said. “I’m humbled
and honored to have been chosen
as a member of the Class of 2016.”

The Top 50 Over 50 was intro-
duced by Positive Maturity in 2014
to show that while growing older is
unavoidable, growing up is only an
option.

Jordan currently teaches 5th
grade mathematics at Memorial
Park and loves his job as much

today as he did when he started
teaching 24 years ago.

“I wish I could teach 20 more
years, that’s how much I love my
job,” Jordan said. “I have been
blessed — there’s just no other way
to say it — with a job I dearly love.” 

Jordan said if someone came to
him today and told him he had just
won the lottery and would never
have to work another day for the
rest of his life, he would still be at
Memorial Park Elementary on Au-
gust 9 to greet his students.

“It is a wonderful blessing to
have a job you still love after 24
year, and I’m just excited now, if
not more, as I was on my first day
24 years ago,” Jordan said. “Most of
my buddies who I started with
have retired now, so I currently
work with a wonderful bunch of 20
somethings, but they keep me
young.” 

As a matter of fact, five of the
teachers who teach in the Jasper
City School System today are for-
mer students of Jordan. Two of
them currently teach at Memorial
Park.

“It seems like everything has
come full circle,” Jordan said. “I
even went back to school and got
my doctorate in 2011, which is in
curriculum and instructions with a
focus in mathematics, because I
love math and the art of teaching
so much.”

Jordan followed his dream to be-
come a teacher in his early 30s and
he said he not only teaches his stu-
dents, he is still learning himself.

“When I first started teaching, I
thought I had all the answers, but
after 24 years I’ve realized how lit-
tle I do know,” Jordan said. “But I’m
excited about this year and looking
forward to meeting the students
who will be in my class this year.”

Jordan said he knows God had a
hand in him becoming a teacher
and the past 24 years have been
wonderful.

“I wish I could do every one of
them (the 24 years) all over again,
because every one of them have
been wonderful years,” Jordan said.
“Sometimes when I’m up there
teaching I stop and think, ‘I get
paid to do this, I can’t believe it!’” 

Jordan From Page 2

Elane Jones - Daily Mountain Eagle

James Curtis Jordan, a fifth grade mathematics
teacher at Memorial Park Elementary, looks over
the many frogs that he has been given as gifts by
students and friends over his nearly 25 years of
teaching.
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 Back-to-School
 Shopping

 Back-to-School
 Shopping

 Check out the 
 sensational savings 

 throughout the Mall!
 Bath & Body 
 Works
 Belk
 Carol’s
 Cato
 Cellairis
 Chick-Fil-A
 Deb & Co.
 Factory Connection
 Fisher’s 
 Garfield’s 
 Restaurant & Pub
 General Nutrition 
 Center
 Hibbett Sports
 JC Penney
 Joe’s Shirt Shop
 K-Mart
 Lin Garden II
 Master Cuts

 Moon Day Spa
 Nail Galaxy
 Photosshoots
 Prime 
 Communications
 Robin’s Nest 
 Flowers & Gifts
 rue21
 Shoe Dept.
 Subway
 Susan’s Hallmark
 The Children’s Place
 The Jewelry Doctor
 U.S. Military Career 
 Center
 Yogurt Street
 Zales

 Open Mon.-Sat. 10 A.M. til 9 P.M. • Sun. 1-5 P.M.

By RICK WATSON 
Daily Mountain Eagle

When Nellerine Harper Glover sits
down at the piano at Lawler Missionary
Baptist Church in Dora each Sunday
morning, she plays many of the old
hymns by heart. Most musicians will tell
you it takes time to learn songs, but
“Mama Nell,” as her pastor calls her, has
had 90 years of practice. 

Mama Nell of Empire was born in De-
cember 1915. This past December she
celebrated her 100th birthday with fam-
ily and friends at the Sumiton Commu-
nity Center.

When asked about her age, Mama
Nell says she’s 35 and holding. Each
Sunday as she pushes her walker up to
the front of the church by the pine piano
bench, her preacher, Ronnie Crapps,
asks her how she’s doing. “Mean as

ever,” she replies. “Then me and you
need to go up to the altar,” he says in
jest. 

She’s been a fixture at the church
since 1980.

Nellerine was born into a family of 10
children in a small home near Cordova,
but her family moved to Dora when she
was still young. She attended Dora Ele-
mentary and Dora High School but got
married before graduating.

Her family was musically inclined.
Nell’s mother’s people were music direc-
tors that taught singing school at small
churches in the area. “They taught the
old Do-Re-Mi kind,” she remembers.

When she was still a young child, her
mother began teaching her to play. “My
mother would show me where DO was,
and I worked it out from there,” Neller-
ine remembers. “Amazing Grace” was

How sweet the sound

Rick Watson - For the Daily Mountain Eagle

Nellerine “Mama Nell” Harper Glover celebrated her 100th birthday in December and still plays the piano Sunday mornings at Lawl er Missionary
Baptist Church in Dora.

100-year-old ministers through playing piano at her church

See GLOVER, Page 14

the first song she learned to play.
They had an old pump organ at first.

Years later, Nell’s dad bought a piano.
The old pump organ was the kind

where you pumped air into the bellows
mechanism to provide air to the sound-
ing mechanism, she explained. “If you
didn’t pump, you didn’t play,” she said of
the instruments she played in the early
1920s. 

When asked her favorite song, she
said: “I’m betwixt ‘Amazing Grace’ and
‘What a Day That Will Be.’” She said
that she enjoys playing because, “It’s
just in me.” 

Apparently, she passed down the de-
sire to play to three of her four children
and one granddaughter, Kathy Monroe,
who plays jazz.

“My granddaughter would make a
great music teacher, but she probably
won’t quit her day job to do that because
she’s a doctor,” she said.

Mama Nell has played in churches
most of her life. She remembers a small
sanctuary in Dora that had a pump
organ instead of a piano. “When they
had one of those all day singings, you
done a day’s work when you played that
thing,” she remembers. “We had some
mighty good times.”

One singing she remembers brought
people from all around Walker County.
Nellerine was sitting on the piano bench
when all of a sudden, somebody came
up, sat down on the bench and pushed

her off onto the floor. “I got up and said,
What do you think you’re a doin’?’” She
realized when she got up that it was her
uncle having fun at her expense.

It’s only natural that she met the love
of her life at a singing. Rufus Allen
Glover attended one of the community
events in someone’s home. “You know
boys and girls went just to get together,”
she remembers.

They courted a while, and the ro-
mance blossomed. Then in May of 1933
on the Fourth Sunday Singing at Wyatt
Baptist Church, Nell and Rufus eloped
off to Yerkwood to the preacher’s house
and got married. 

After the ceremony, they went back to
the singing. When the newlywed’s father
saw them come back into the church, he
called to her across the congregation, “I
know what you’ve done, Nell, but you’re
still going to have to play the piano.”

They were married over 51 years. “We
had good times and bad, but the good
outweighed the bad.”

When talking about longevity, she
says, “The Good Lord let me live this
long.” Mama Nell eats pretty much any-
thing she wants to eat. When asked if
she smokes or drinks, she almost fell out
of her recliner laughing. “Lord NO!” 

When asked what she’s going to do
when she grows up, she said: “I’m not
sure, I ain’t growed up yet.” But there’s
a good chance that whatever she does
will involve playing the piano.

Glover From Page 3

Rick Watson - For the Daily Mountain Eagle

Nellerine “Mama Nell” Harper Glover stands outside Lawler Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Dora.
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 Specializing In
 • Breast Surgery
 • Colorectal Surgery
 • Endocrine Surgery
 • Gallbladder 

 Surgery
 • Colonoscopies

 “QUALITY SURGICAL CARE
 CLOSE TO HOME © ”

 FOR AN APPOINTMENT
 PLEASE CALL:

 205-221-7099
 300 N. AIRPORT RD., STE. 2
 JASPER, ALABAMA 35504

 205-221-9350 (FAX)

 Collins-Burke
 Funeral Home

 PRE-ARRANGED  FUNERALS
 MIKE  BURKE,  OWNER

 384-5571       303 Oakhill Road

 Locally
 Owned & Operated

 Locally
 Owned & Operated

 SERVING  WALKER  COUNTY  OVER  50 YEARS SERVING  WALKER  COUNTY  OVER  50 YEARS

By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

Local businessman Don Earley started working when he was
17 and he hasn’t missed a day of work since.

“I like to work so I’ve got plenty of projects,” Earley said. 
Earley is the owner and president of the Alabama Cable Net-

work, which he founded in 1981. 
“My dad bought me a camera when I was a kid,” Earley said of

his start in recording and production. 
Once it started, ACN grew exponentially and now plays a vari-

Labors
of love

Lea Rizzo - Daily Mountain Eagle

Don Earley in his Alabama Cable Network studio located in the Union Station Complex on
Highway 78 in Dora.

Earley enjoys leading ACN,
railroad museum

See EARLEY, Page 12
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 Serving Walker 
 County for 40 Years

 Tommy Combs
 Your local State Farm Agent
 Hwy. 78 - Dora/S umiton

 648-6047

 Seniors I promise
 Good Neighbor

 Service …
 See me for Final 

 Expense Life Insurance
 Between the ages of 
 50-80, No Physical.

 Like a Good Neighbor,
 State Farm is There.

 Hospital • Business • Church
 • Auto • Home • Life

 www.tommycombs.com

 221-4862

 R IDGEWOOD
 H E A LT H  S E RV I C E S

 201 Oakhill Rd. • Jasper, AL

  Where Caring Makes A Difference!

 VOTED
 Best

 Nursing
 Home

 in Walker County
 4 Years in a Row!

 903 11th St. NE (Airport Road) Jasper
 Visit our Website at

 www.ridgeviewhealthservices.com

 221-9111

 R IDGEVIEW
 H E A LT H  S E RV I C E S

 VOTED among the
 Best Nursing Homes
 in the 2016 Readers’
 Choice Awards

 #1

ety of local programming, including
local high school and college football
games, spiritual shows and local talk
programs on channels all over the state.

In 1981, ACN began by taping Dora
High School football games. Then a local
cable channel played the tapes of the
games on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m.

“It was just a [camera and] an old
VCR. No editing equipment, nothing.
We shot the first game and played it on
television. The next day, I sold $3,500
worth of advertising on the next ball-
game,” Earley said.

He continued, “We had a lot of people
who wanted to buy advertising [during
the games] because it was brand new. ...
And that’s what built Alabama Cable
Network, starting there.”

Prior to starting ACN, Earley worked
for 28 years on the St. Louis-San Fran-
cisco Railway. He began working there
the day after he graduated high school
in 1959 at age 17.

He continued to work on the railroad
for another seven years after starting
ACN. Earley said he stayed with the
railroad because the money he earned
there helped him build ACN.

“It’s a crazy life. ... I never dreamed I’d
work in television. I figured I’d work in

railroad until I died,” he said.
Earley explained that he had actually

semi-retired around eight years ago but
became more involved again with his

projects a couple of years later. 
But, he added, if you love working,

you don’t want to sit around and do
nothing. And, fortunately, Earley is in
good health and has been able to easily
continue doing things he enjoys.

In addition to ACN, Earley also main-
tains a train car that serves as the El-
bert Jesse Earley Memorial Railroad
Museum, which he calls a “labor of
love.”

The train car was one that Earley’s fa-
ther worked on and that Earley rode on
when he was younger. The museum
holds Earley’s father’s uniforms and
watches as well as old train memora-
bilia, including lamps, time tables and
other assorted Frisco items.

While the museum isn’t open to the
public, Earley will show it to anyone
who’s interested in seeing it.

He explained that ACN and the mu-
seum aren’t things he does for the
money but rather because they’re proj-
ects he wanted to do and enjoys working
on.

“I never quit working. I just can’t, it’s
not within me. But when I do quit
again, they’ll just haul me on to the fu-
neral home and be done with it,” Earley
said with a laugh.

Earley From Page 4

Lea Rizzo - Daily Mountain Eagle

The Elbert Jesse Earley Memorial Railroad Museum holds Don Earley’s fa-
ther’s uniforms and watches as well as old train memorabilia, including
lamps, time tables and other assorted Frisco items.
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 Jasper Podiatry Center
 MEDICINE AND SURGERY OF THE FOOT

 804 20th Avenue East
 384-4474

 Specializing in the treatment of:
 •  Heel Pain
 •  Bunions
 •  Hammer Toes
 •  Tendonitis
 •  Flat Feet

 •  Ingrown Toenails
 •  Toenail Fungus
 •  Athlete’s Foot
 •  Corn and Calluses
 •  Warts

 We also offer:
 • Diabetic Shoe Fitting  • Custom Orthotics

 WE ACCEPT VISA AND MA STERCARD
 “No representation about the quality of the podiatric medica l servic es to be performed

 or the expertise of the podiatrist performing such services.”

 Serving North Alabama For All 
 Your Respiratory, Ambulatory 

 and Medical Equipment Needs!

 Voted #1   Best Business
 “Home Health Care Supply Store”

 2013 - 2014 - 2015 - 2016

 1440 Jones Dairy Rd.
 Jasper, AL 35501

 (205) 384-3626
 Fax (205) 384-5526

 Licensed 
 Respiratory 
 Therapist
 Overnight 
 Oximetry
 C-pap, Bi-pap
 Non Invasive 
 Ventilators

 Oxygen
 Nebulizers
 Power Chairs
 Negative 
 Pressure 
 Wound Therapy

 Remember....
 You Have A 

 Choice!

 Highway 69 South • Oakman, AL  622-3030
 Hadder Pharmacy  #1 in community service Tommy Hadder, Registered Pharmacist 

 in customer service
 #1

 Get Your Fill

 Hadder Pharmacy...25 years of service to our community.  It is important to fully understand each drug before taking  it, and our pharmacists are willing to answer any and all of  your questions in a simple and easy-to-understand way. We  are family owned and operated. Come in and experience  the difference.

 6456 Hwy. 269     Parrish, AL 35580

 G ROSS
 D RUG  C O .
 G ROSS G ROSS
 D RUG  C O . D RUG  C O .

 686-9945

 Glen Gravlee
 PHARMACIST

 Fast  & Friendly Service
 Professional,

 With 40+ years of service to 
 our community. We would like 

 to say thanks to all our loyal 
 customers for their support.

 HOURS
 M on: 9-5
 Tues: 9-5
 Wed: 9-12

 Thurs: 9-5
 Fri: 9-5

 Closed Sat. & Sun.

By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

Eloise Spivey has enjoyed reading since the time she was a lit-
tle girl, a love that inspired her to be an educator.

Spivey is originally from Middle Tennessee, and she remem-
bers taking many walks to her local library as a young girl to
check out books.

“We lived not too far from the public library, and I could just
walk down the street and go. ... I always loved to read because I
was an only child, so that was the way I entertained myself,”

Turning
the page

Nicole Smith - Daily Mountain Eagle

Eloise Spivey said she values the many friendships she has made in Jasper through the
years. “I just love Walker County. A lot of good people, and I can see progress coming and
that’s good," she said.

Former educator treasures
new chapter in life

See SPIVEY, Page 11

Spivey said with a laugh as she rested
her head against the back of her re-
cliner at Lakewood Senior Living in
Jasper.

With some books throughout her
room, one could see that Mrs. Spivey’s
love of reading has never faltered. In
fact, it’s part of her daily routine.

“In my own schedule, I read from the
New Testament right after breakfast in
the morning for about 30 minutes, and
in the afternoon ... I read from the Old
Testament. I keep myself alert by doing
that, or at least I try to,” she said,
adding that her late husband was a
minister.  

Before Spivey moved to Alabama
many years ago, she lived in Florida for
13 years and worked as a librarian at
the local library media center. 

She later moved to Walker County
and taught home economics at Carbon
Hill High School for 10 years, as the
school didn’t have a librarian position
at the time.

Spivey said her favorite subjects to
teach were home and family living and
parenting and child development. At
the time, she would have children of dif-
ferent age groups come into the class-
room and would prompt her students to

talk about the different characteristics
and growth of each child. She would
also have her students bring in maga-
zine articles related to course content.
She said those two assignments pro-
duced some of her fondest memories at
the school.

During football season, Spivey said
she would give extra credit to her stu-
dents to help prepare a meal for the
players before each game. One boy’s
participation and his humorous re-
sponse to work has always stuck with
Mrs. Spivey.

“One of the boys that was helping
clean up afterwards, he was washing
dishes and he said, ‘Mrs. Spivey, don’t
you ever tell my mama I can wash
dishes,’” she said, followed by another
laugh to match her witty personality.

After retirement, Spivey worked as
an adjunct librarian at Walker College,
now Bevill State, and she has since
made Lakewood Senior Living her
home. She’s excited to have a friend of
hers move in next door to her living
space soon.

Aside from enjoying meals prepared
at Lakewood each day, Spivey said she
looks forward to getting pampered each
week when a woman visits to style
everyone’s hair, and she also loves the
occasional manicure. Many nights she
plays the UNO card game or bingo with
other residents. Musical performers
visit Lakewood during the year as well,
which is a treat for Spivey and her
friends.

Spivey also attends church at Curry
Church of Christ as often as she can. 

“All of the workers are just really, re-
ally nice. ... We have enough to keep us
entertained, and I enjoy TV. I watch
“Jeopardy,” “Wheel of Fortune” and
“Family Feud,”” she said, adding that

she’s been tracking political news lead-
ing up to the election. 

Her absentee ballot will be submitted
soon, she said.  

Mrs. Spivey’s living area is warm and
inviting, and she keeps those closest to
her heart in view. Family pictures are
on the wall beside her, capturing her
late husband, four children, 11 grand-
children and three great-grandchildren.

Friends are always welcome at
Spivey’s, as the pillow on her couch in-
dicates, which reads “Friendship is the
only flower that blooms in all seasons.” 

“I have quite a few friends here in
Jasper,” she said. “I just love Walker
County. A lot of good people, and I can
see progress coming and that’s good. ...
That has been needed for a long time.”

Spivey said if she could offer one
piece of advice to the younger genera-
tion it would be to always give people a
fair shake. 

“Look for the good in people, and try
to do your best and not just be lazy,” she
said. “Even here, it’s interesting. Each
one of the residents have their own per-
sonality, and each one has a different
outlook on life. The best thing to do is
just always look for the best in every-
body. That’s what I seem to try to do.”

Spivey From Page 6

“Look for the
good in people,
and try to do
your best and
not just be lazy,”

- Eloise Spivey
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  SHINGLE VACCINE AVAILABLE
 Covered by Medicare & Other Insurances

 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
 Sat. 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

 English Plaza Pharmacy

 Over 69 years of combined experience
 Left to Right: Terry Wood, Lucretia Fountain and Neil Evans

 Your Friendly Pharmacy with
 “Quality Care at Reasonable Prices”

 Fast, Efficient, Service

 FREE
 Blood Pressure Check Available

 We accept most 3 Party Insurances and 
 

 
Medicare Part D

 FREE
 Blood Pressure Check Available

 We accept most 3 Party Insurances and 
 

 
Medicare Part D

 -   NOW AVAILABLE   -
 U.S Postal Service Branch

 • Stamps • Shipping Supplies  221-3090
 1640 Highway 78 East

 Visit Our Expanded  Gift Department We accept most 3 Party Insurances 
 and Medicare Part D

 FREE Blood Pressure Check Available
 Kodak 

 kiosk

 Post Office Hours: M-F 9-5 Closed 12-1 • Sat. 9-3:30

 Customer Service Is Our #1 Priority!

 Kristi Allen
 M.S., CCC-A

 Owner/Audiologist

 •  free professional hearing evaluations
 •  same day hearing aid 

 demonstrations
 •  state-of-the-art hearing aid fitting 

 verification equipment

 904 Highway 78 East
 Jasper, AL 35501
 (205) 265-2057

 Eastgate Plaza
 Near UPS Store

 & China Gourmet

 COUPON -  Expires 8/26/16

 $ 500 00

 OFF
 $ 500 00 $ 500 00

 OFF OFF

 the purchase of a 
 pair of LiNX 2

 Hearing Instruments

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED • NO HIGH PRESSURE SALES TACTICS

 Our attention to detail makes for successful
 hearing aid fittings and satisfied patients!

 K ilg or e-Gr een
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

 1200 Birmingh am Avenue   Jasper
 205-385-9503    KilgoreGreenFuneralHome.com

 WE’RE WITH YOU THROUGH
 GOOD TIMES AND BAD.
 We’ve assisted the families of our 
 community for many years. And during 
 these uncertain economic times, we 
 remain committed, more than ever 
 before, to meeting the needs and 
 budget of each and every family we 
 serve.

 WE’RE HERE TO HELP.
 So whether you need immediate 
 assistance or are interested in securing 
 your family’s future through our
             Simplicity Plan ®  prearrangement
             program, we are dedicated to
             providing the exceptional value
             and service you expect at a 
 price you will appreciate.

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

Hugh Plylar spent over 40 years of his life on the go.
After graduating from Parrish High School in 1961, Plylar joined

the Army and served in Germany as a combat engineer.
He took a job with the L&N Railroad (later CSX) two weeks after

his military service ended in 1964. He worked for 39 years as a
trainman and conductor.

Plylar retired from the railroad in 2003 and qualified to run for
constable in Beat 22 in the next election cycle. 

Making a
difference

Jennifer Cohron - Daily Mountain Eagle

Hugh Plylar, 73, currently serves as a reserve officer for the Cordova Police Department fol-
lowing 11 years of service as constable.

Plylar drawn to law
enforcement in retirement

See PLYLAR, Page 10

“Because I worked for the railroad, I
was gone between a third and half of my
life and couldn’t be involved in any activ-
ities in the community. Being a constable
was something that I felt like I could do
to give back,” Plylar said. 

After winning the election, Plylar got
involved with the Parrish Police Depart-
ment and met a young officer named
Nick Smith who was thrust into the role
of chief at age 23.

The two have served together so long
now that Plylar boasts about Smith’s
growth as a lawman as if Smith were his
son. (In fact, Plylar’s son is a retired U.S.
Marshal.)

“I’m very proud of Nick because he and
I started out together. It’s amazing how
much he has advanced and what he’s
done in law enforcement. I hope he looks
to me as a mentor, even though his
knowledge has far surpassed mine now,”
Plylar said.

When Smith became Cordova’s police
chief in 2012, Plylar was one of the first
to join the department’s reserve pro-
gram.

Both men share the belief that build-
ing relationships with community mem-
bers is vital for police departments.

As a constable, Plylar often served as
a go-between for the public and law en-

forcement.
“I can talk to people because they

aren’t intimidated by me,” Plylar said.
Over the years, Plylar has frequently

received phone calls from residents who

were hesitant to contact the police about
a matter of concern but did feel comfort-
able reaching out to him for help.

Plylar has also accompanied officers
on fugitive roundups, directed traffic, pa-

trolled the streets, served as a municipal
court bailiff and worked security at high
school football games.

In 2008, the Alabama Constables As-
sociation recognized Plylar for his out-
standing community service.

Plylar hopes his work has not only had
a positive impact on the communities
and the citizens he serves but has also
made the role of constable a more recog-
nized, respected position than it was
when he first took office.

“Over the years, the position had been
degraded. I wanted to change that per-
ception, and I feel like I have,” Plylar
said.

Earlier this year, Plylar resigned as
Beat 22 constable following 11 years of
service because of a technicality over re-
districting. 

Because the deadline for getting his
name on the ballot for the November
election had already passed, Plylar is
now waging a write-in campaign to be-
come the constable of Beat 12. 

At 73 years old, Plylar isn’t ready to re-
tire just yet.

“It’s been very rewarding, and I don’t
want to quit right now. Being active is
better for your health. You don’t want to
sit down and be a couch potato,” he said.

Plylar From Page 7

Jennifer Cohron - Daily Mountain Eagle

Hugh Plylar, a reserve officer with the Cordova Police Department, speaks
to Ann Patrick during a business check at the Piggly Wiggly in Cordova.
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Coming to Jasper!
Dr. Katherine Flanagan is a 

board-certified dermatologist 
based in Birmingham who is 
excited to offer her services 
to the Jasper community.

Please call (205) 578-1799 today! 
Appointments available beginning August 8th.  

300 North Airport Rd., Suite 2, Jasper, AL 35504.

By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

Working at the same location for
decades can build relationships that
can seem closer than family. That is ex-
actly the case when it comes to former
employees at Sumiton Elementary
School.

“This is my work family,” said Xana
Horn, a former teacher at the school.
“We worked together for so many years
that we became much more than co-
workers. We are family, and you want to
be able to see your family.”

Horn said that after she retired from
the school almost 10 years ago that she

missed the comradery she shared with
her fellow teachers and staff members.
While talking with Pat Morris, another
retired teacher from the school, several
years ago, Horn said the two ladies dis-
cussed asking other retirees from the
school to start meeting for lunch once
per month.

“It has been really good,” Morris said.
“Some months we have eight people and
some months we have 20. The number
varies, but we always have a good time.”

Since the members of the group live
over a widespread area in Walker and
Jefferson counties, the location changes
each month. 

“We usually put a message out on
Facebook to let everybody know where
and when the meeting will be each
month. That has been the easiest way to
contact each other,” Horn said.

During their lunches, the former
Sumiton staff members discuss every-
thing from what is going on in their
lives currently to sharing memories of
their days at the school, including sto-
ries of former students.

“We loved all our students,” Horn
said. “We’ve had some that have become
outstanding citizens, and we have had
some that have made some mistakes
over the years.”

Morris said the group hears from stu-
dents from time to time.

“We have several who will contact us
on Facebook,” she said. “Some have even
wanted to come to our lunches, and we
are always happy to see them.”

The group met last week at Logan’s
Roadhouse in Fultondale. Horn an-
nounced their next meeting will be at
Jean’s on the River in Cordova at 11
a.m. on Aug. 18. 

“Any retirees from Sumiton School
are welcome to join us,” Horn said. “We
just want to meet in several different
places so as many people as possible can
come and join us.”

Retirees reunited

James Phillips - Daily Mountain Eagle

A group of Sumiton Elementary School employees meet on a monthly basis to continue the friendships they built while working tog ether at the
school. Above, nearly 20 former teachers, aides and office staff members met for lunch last week at Logan’s Roadhouse in Fultondale.

Former Sumiton Elementary employees meet montly for fellowship
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  SHINGLE VACCINE AVAILABLE
 Covered by Medicare & Other Insurances

 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
 Sat. 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

 English Plaza Pharmacy

 Over 69 years of combined experience
 Left to Right: Terry Wood, Lucretia Fountain and Neil Evans

 Your Friendly Pharmacy with
 “Quality Care at Reasonable Prices”

 Fast, Efficient, Service

 FREE
 Blood Pressure Check Available

 We accept most 3 Party Insurances and 
 

 
Medicare Part D

 FREE
 Blood Pressure Check Available

 We accept most 3 Party Insurances and 
 

 
Medicare Part D

 -   NOW AVAILABLE   -
 U.S Postal Service Branch

 • Stamps • Shipping Supplies  221-3090
 1640 Highway 78 East

 Visit Our Expanded  Gift Department We accept most 3 Party Insurances 
 and Medicare Part D

 FREE Blood Pressure Check Available
 Kodak 

 kiosk

 Post Office Hours: M-F 9-5 Closed 12-1 • Sat. 9-3:30

 Customer Service Is Our #1 Priority!

 Kristi Allen
 M.S., CCC-A

 Owner/Audiologist

 •  free professional hearing evaluations
 •  same day hearing aid 

 demonstrations
 •  state-of-the-art hearing aid fitting 

 verification equipment

 904 Highway 78 East
 Jasper, AL 35501
 (205) 265-2057

 Eastgate Plaza
 Near UPS Store

 & China Gourmet

 COUPON -  Expires 8/26/16

 $ 500 00

 OFF
 $ 500 00 $ 500 00

 OFF OFF

 the purchase of a 
 pair of LiNX 2

 Hearing Instruments

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED • NO HIGH PRESSURE SALES TACTICS

 Our attention to detail makes for successful
 hearing aid fittings and satisfied patients!

 K ilg or e-Gr een
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

 1200 Birmingh am Avenue   Jasper
 205-385-9503    KilgoreGreenFuneralHome.com

 WE’RE WITH YOU THROUGH
 GOOD TIMES AND BAD.
 We’ve assisted the families of our 
 community for many years. And during 
 these uncertain economic times, we 
 remain committed, more than ever 
 before, to meeting the needs and 
 budget of each and every family we 
 serve.

 WE’RE HERE TO HELP.
 So whether you need immediate 
 assistance or are interested in securing 
 your family’s future through our
             Simplicity Plan ®  prearrangement
             program, we are dedicated to
             providing the exceptional value
             and service you expect at a 
 price you will appreciate.

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

Hugh Plylar spent over 40 years of his life on the go.
After graduating from Parrish High School in 1961, Plylar joined

the Army and served in Germany as a combat engineer.
He took a job with the L&N Railroad (later CSX) two weeks after

his military service ended in 1964. He worked for 39 years as a
trainman and conductor.

Plylar retired from the railroad in 2003 and qualified to run for
constable in Beat 22 in the next election cycle. 

Making a
difference

Jennifer Cohron - Daily Mountain Eagle

Hugh Plylar, 73, currently serves as a reserve officer for the Cordova Police Department fol-
lowing 11 years of service as constable.

Plylar drawn to law
enforcement in retirement

See PLYLAR, Page 10

“Because I worked for the railroad, I
was gone between a third and half of my
life and couldn’t be involved in any activ-
ities in the community. Being a constable
was something that I felt like I could do
to give back,” Plylar said. 

After winning the election, Plylar got
involved with the Parrish Police Depart-
ment and met a young officer named
Nick Smith who was thrust into the role
of chief at age 23.

The two have served together so long
now that Plylar boasts about Smith’s
growth as a lawman as if Smith were his
son. (In fact, Plylar’s son is a retired U.S.
Marshal.)

“I’m very proud of Nick because he and
I started out together. It’s amazing how
much he has advanced and what he’s
done in law enforcement. I hope he looks
to me as a mentor, even though his
knowledge has far surpassed mine now,”
Plylar said.

When Smith became Cordova’s police
chief in 2012, Plylar was one of the first
to join the department’s reserve pro-
gram.

Both men share the belief that build-
ing relationships with community mem-
bers is vital for police departments.

As a constable, Plylar often served as
a go-between for the public and law en-

forcement.
“I can talk to people because they

aren’t intimidated by me,” Plylar said.
Over the years, Plylar has frequently

received phone calls from residents who

were hesitant to contact the police about
a matter of concern but did feel comfort-
able reaching out to him for help.

Plylar has also accompanied officers
on fugitive roundups, directed traffic, pa-

trolled the streets, served as a municipal
court bailiff and worked security at high
school football games.

In 2008, the Alabama Constables As-
sociation recognized Plylar for his out-
standing community service.

Plylar hopes his work has not only had
a positive impact on the communities
and the citizens he serves but has also
made the role of constable a more recog-
nized, respected position than it was
when he first took office.

“Over the years, the position had been
degraded. I wanted to change that per-
ception, and I feel like I have,” Plylar
said.

Earlier this year, Plylar resigned as
Beat 22 constable following 11 years of
service because of a technicality over re-
districting. 

Because the deadline for getting his
name on the ballot for the November
election had already passed, Plylar is
now waging a write-in campaign to be-
come the constable of Beat 12. 

At 73 years old, Plylar isn’t ready to re-
tire just yet.

“It’s been very rewarding, and I don’t
want to quit right now. Being active is
better for your health. You don’t want to
sit down and be a couch potato,” he said.

Plylar From Page 7

Jennifer Cohron - Daily Mountain Eagle

Hugh Plylar, a reserve officer with the Cordova Police Department, speaks
to Ann Patrick during a business check at the Piggly Wiggly in Cordova.
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 Jasper Podiatry Center
 MEDICINE AND SURGERY OF THE FOOT

 804 20th Avenue East
 384-4474

 Specializing in the treatment of:
 •  Heel Pain
 •  Bunions
 •  Hammer Toes
 •  Tendonitis
 •  Flat Feet

 •  Ingrown Toenails
 •  Toenail Fungus
 •  Athlete’s Foot
 •  Corn and Calluses
 •  Warts

 We also offer:
 • Diabetic Shoe Fitting  • Custom Orthotics

 WE ACCEPT VISA AND MA STERCARD
 “No representation about the quality of the podiatric medica l servic es to be performed

 or the expertise of the podiatrist performing such services.”

 Serving North Alabama For All 
 Your Respiratory, Ambulatory 

 and Medical Equipment Needs!

 Voted #1   Best Business
 “Home Health Care Supply Store”

 2013 - 2014 - 2015 - 2016

 1440 Jones Dairy Rd.
 Jasper, AL 35501

 (205) 384-3626
 Fax (205) 384-5526

 Licensed 
 Respiratory 
 Therapist
 Overnight 
 Oximetry
 C-pap, Bi-pap
 Non Invasive 
 Ventilators

 Oxygen
 Nebulizers
 Power Chairs
 Negative 
 Pressure 
 Wound Therapy

 Remember....
 You Have A 

 Choice!

 Highway 69 South • Oakman, AL  622-3030
 Hadder Pharmacy  #1 in community service Tommy Hadder, Registered Pharmacist 

 in customer service
 #1

 Get Your Fill

 Hadder Pharmacy...25 years of service to our community.  It is important to fully understand each drug before taking  it, and our pharmacists are willing to answer any and all of  your questions in a simple and easy-to-understand way. We  are family owned and operated. Come in and experience  the difference.

 6456 Hwy. 269     Parrish, AL 35580

 G ROSS
 D RUG  C O .
 G ROSS G ROSS
 D RUG  C O . D RUG  C O .

 686-9945

 Glen Gravlee
 PHARMACIST

 Fast  & Friendly Service
 Professional,

 With 40+ years of service to 
 our community. We would like 

 to say thanks to all our loyal 
 customers for their support.

 HOURS
 M on: 9-5
 Tues: 9-5
 Wed: 9-12

 Thurs: 9-5
 Fri: 9-5

 Closed Sat. & Sun.

By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

Eloise Spivey has enjoyed reading since the time she was a lit-
tle girl, a love that inspired her to be an educator.

Spivey is originally from Middle Tennessee, and she remem-
bers taking many walks to her local library as a young girl to
check out books.

“We lived not too far from the public library, and I could just
walk down the street and go. ... I always loved to read because I
was an only child, so that was the way I entertained myself,”

Turning
the page

Nicole Smith - Daily Mountain Eagle

Eloise Spivey said she values the many friendships she has made in Jasper through the
years. “I just love Walker County. A lot of good people, and I can see progress coming and
that’s good," she said.

Former educator treasures
new chapter in life

See SPIVEY, Page 11

Spivey said with a laugh as she rested
her head against the back of her re-
cliner at Lakewood Senior Living in
Jasper.

With some books throughout her
room, one could see that Mrs. Spivey’s
love of reading has never faltered. In
fact, it’s part of her daily routine.

“In my own schedule, I read from the
New Testament right after breakfast in
the morning for about 30 minutes, and
in the afternoon ... I read from the Old
Testament. I keep myself alert by doing
that, or at least I try to,” she said,
adding that her late husband was a
minister.  

Before Spivey moved to Alabama
many years ago, she lived in Florida for
13 years and worked as a librarian at
the local library media center. 

She later moved to Walker County
and taught home economics at Carbon
Hill High School for 10 years, as the
school didn’t have a librarian position
at the time.

Spivey said her favorite subjects to
teach were home and family living and
parenting and child development. At
the time, she would have children of dif-
ferent age groups come into the class-
room and would prompt her students to

talk about the different characteristics
and growth of each child. She would
also have her students bring in maga-
zine articles related to course content.
She said those two assignments pro-
duced some of her fondest memories at
the school.

During football season, Spivey said
she would give extra credit to her stu-
dents to help prepare a meal for the
players before each game. One boy’s
participation and his humorous re-
sponse to work has always stuck with
Mrs. Spivey.

“One of the boys that was helping
clean up afterwards, he was washing
dishes and he said, ‘Mrs. Spivey, don’t
you ever tell my mama I can wash
dishes,’” she said, followed by another
laugh to match her witty personality.

After retirement, Spivey worked as
an adjunct librarian at Walker College,
now Bevill State, and she has since
made Lakewood Senior Living her
home. She’s excited to have a friend of
hers move in next door to her living
space soon.

Aside from enjoying meals prepared
at Lakewood each day, Spivey said she
looks forward to getting pampered each
week when a woman visits to style
everyone’s hair, and she also loves the
occasional manicure. Many nights she
plays the UNO card game or bingo with
other residents. Musical performers
visit Lakewood during the year as well,
which is a treat for Spivey and her
friends.

Spivey also attends church at Curry
Church of Christ as often as she can. 

“All of the workers are just really, re-
ally nice. ... We have enough to keep us
entertained, and I enjoy TV. I watch
“Jeopardy,” “Wheel of Fortune” and
“Family Feud,”” she said, adding that

she’s been tracking political news lead-
ing up to the election. 

Her absentee ballot will be submitted
soon, she said.  

Mrs. Spivey’s living area is warm and
inviting, and she keeps those closest to
her heart in view. Family pictures are
on the wall beside her, capturing her
late husband, four children, 11 grand-
children and three great-grandchildren.

Friends are always welcome at
Spivey’s, as the pillow on her couch in-
dicates, which reads “Friendship is the
only flower that blooms in all seasons.” 

“I have quite a few friends here in
Jasper,” she said. “I just love Walker
County. A lot of good people, and I can
see progress coming and that’s good. ...
That has been needed for a long time.”

Spivey said if she could offer one
piece of advice to the younger genera-
tion it would be to always give people a
fair shake. 

“Look for the good in people, and try
to do your best and not just be lazy,” she
said. “Even here, it’s interesting. Each
one of the residents have their own per-
sonality, and each one has a different
outlook on life. The best thing to do is
just always look for the best in every-
body. That’s what I seem to try to do.”

Spivey From Page 6

“Look for the
good in people,
and try to do
your best and
not just be lazy,”

- Eloise Spivey
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 Serving Walker 
 County for 40 Years

 Tommy Combs
 Your local State Farm Agent
 Hwy. 78 - Dora/S umiton

 648-6047

 Seniors I promise
 Good Neighbor

 Service …
 See me for Final 

 Expense Life Insurance
 Between the ages of 
 50-80, No Physical.

 Like a Good Neighbor,
 State Farm is There.

 Hospital • Business • Church
 • Auto • Home • Life

 www.tommycombs.com

 221-4862

 R IDGEWOOD
 H E A LT H  S E RV I C E S

 201 Oakhill Rd. • Jasper, AL

  Where Caring Makes A Difference!

 VOTED
 Best

 Nursing
 Home

 in Walker County
 4 Years in a Row!

 903 11th St. NE (Airport Road) Jasper
 Visit our Website at

 www.ridgeviewhealthservices.com

 221-9111

 R IDGEVIEW
 H E A LT H  S E RV I C E S

 VOTED among the
 Best Nursing Homes
 in the 2016 Readers’
 Choice Awards

 #1

ety of local programming, including
local high school and college football
games, spiritual shows and local talk
programs on channels all over the state.

In 1981, ACN began by taping Dora
High School football games. Then a local
cable channel played the tapes of the
games on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m.

“It was just a [camera and] an old
VCR. No editing equipment, nothing.
We shot the first game and played it on
television. The next day, I sold $3,500
worth of advertising on the next ball-
game,” Earley said.

He continued, “We had a lot of people
who wanted to buy advertising [during
the games] because it was brand new. ...
And that’s what built Alabama Cable
Network, starting there.”

Prior to starting ACN, Earley worked
for 28 years on the St. Louis-San Fran-
cisco Railway. He began working there
the day after he graduated high school
in 1959 at age 17.

He continued to work on the railroad
for another seven years after starting
ACN. Earley said he stayed with the
railroad because the money he earned
there helped him build ACN.

“It’s a crazy life. ... I never dreamed I’d
work in television. I figured I’d work in

railroad until I died,” he said.
Earley explained that he had actually

semi-retired around eight years ago but
became more involved again with his

projects a couple of years later. 
But, he added, if you love working,

you don’t want to sit around and do
nothing. And, fortunately, Earley is in
good health and has been able to easily
continue doing things he enjoys.

In addition to ACN, Earley also main-
tains a train car that serves as the El-
bert Jesse Earley Memorial Railroad
Museum, which he calls a “labor of
love.”

The train car was one that Earley’s fa-
ther worked on and that Earley rode on
when he was younger. The museum
holds Earley’s father’s uniforms and
watches as well as old train memora-
bilia, including lamps, time tables and
other assorted Frisco items.

While the museum isn’t open to the
public, Earley will show it to anyone
who’s interested in seeing it.

He explained that ACN and the mu-
seum aren’t things he does for the
money but rather because they’re proj-
ects he wanted to do and enjoys working
on.

“I never quit working. I just can’t, it’s
not within me. But when I do quit
again, they’ll just haul me on to the fu-
neral home and be done with it,” Earley
said with a laugh.

Earley From Page 4

Lea Rizzo - Daily Mountain Eagle

The Elbert Jesse Earley Memorial Railroad Museum holds Don Earley’s fa-
ther’s uniforms and watches as well as old train memorabilia, including
lamps, time tables and other assorted Frisco items.
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 Specializing In
 • Breast Surgery
 • Colorectal Surgery
 • Endocrine Surgery
 • Gallbladder 

 Surgery
 • Colonoscopies

 “QUALITY SURGICAL CARE
 CLOSE TO HOME © ”

 FOR AN APPOINTMENT
 PLEASE CALL:

 205-221-7099
 300 N. AIRPORT RD., STE. 2
 JASPER, ALABAMA 35504

 205-221-9350 (FAX)

 Collins-Burke
 Funeral Home

 PRE-ARRANGED  FUNERALS
 MIKE  BURKE,  OWNER

 384-5571       303 Oakhill Road

 Locally
 Owned & Operated

 Locally
 Owned & Operated

 SERVING  WALKER  COUNTY  OVER  50 YEARS SERVING  WALKER  COUNTY  OVER  50 YEARS

By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

Local businessman Don Earley started working when he was
17 and he hasn’t missed a day of work since.

“I like to work so I’ve got plenty of projects,” Earley said. 
Earley is the owner and president of the Alabama Cable Net-

work, which he founded in 1981. 
“My dad bought me a camera when I was a kid,” Earley said of

his start in recording and production. 
Once it started, ACN grew exponentially and now plays a vari-

Labors
of love

Lea Rizzo - Daily Mountain Eagle

Don Earley in his Alabama Cable Network studio located in the Union Station Complex on
Highway 78 in Dora.

Earley enjoys leading ACN,
railroad museum

See EARLEY, Page 12
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 Back-to-School
 Shopping

 Back-to-School
 Shopping

 Check out the 
 sensational savings 

 throughout the Mall!
 Bath & Body 
 Works
 Belk
 Carol’s
 Cato
 Cellairis
 Chick-Fil-A
 Deb & Co.
 Factory Connection
 Fisher’s 
 Garfield’s 
 Restaurant & Pub
 General Nutrition 
 Center
 Hibbett Sports
 JC Penney
 Joe’s Shirt Shop
 K-Mart
 Lin Garden II
 Master Cuts

 Moon Day Spa
 Nail Galaxy
 Photosshoots
 Prime 
 Communications
 Robin’s Nest 
 Flowers & Gifts
 rue21
 Shoe Dept.
 Subway
 Susan’s Hallmark
 The Children’s Place
 The Jewelry Doctor
 U.S. Military Career 
 Center
 Yogurt Street
 Zales

 Open Mon.-Sat. 10 A.M. til 9 P.M. • Sun. 1-5 P.M.

By RICK WATSON 
Daily Mountain Eagle

When Nellerine Harper Glover sits
down at the piano at Lawler Missionary
Baptist Church in Dora each Sunday
morning, she plays many of the old
hymns by heart. Most musicians will tell
you it takes time to learn songs, but
“Mama Nell,” as her pastor calls her, has
had 90 years of practice. 

Mama Nell of Empire was born in De-
cember 1915. This past December she
celebrated her 100th birthday with fam-
ily and friends at the Sumiton Commu-
nity Center.

When asked about her age, Mama
Nell says she’s 35 and holding. Each
Sunday as she pushes her walker up to
the front of the church by the pine piano
bench, her preacher, Ronnie Crapps,
asks her how she’s doing. “Mean as

ever,” she replies. “Then me and you
need to go up to the altar,” he says in
jest. 

She’s been a fixture at the church
since 1980.

Nellerine was born into a family of 10
children in a small home near Cordova,
but her family moved to Dora when she
was still young. She attended Dora Ele-
mentary and Dora High School but got
married before graduating.

Her family was musically inclined.
Nell’s mother’s people were music direc-
tors that taught singing school at small
churches in the area. “They taught the
old Do-Re-Mi kind,” she remembers.

When she was still a young child, her
mother began teaching her to play. “My
mother would show me where DO was,
and I worked it out from there,” Neller-
ine remembers. “Amazing Grace” was

How sweet the sound

Rick Watson - For the Daily Mountain Eagle

Nellerine “Mama Nell” Harper Glover celebrated her 100th birthday in December and still plays the piano Sunday mornings at Lawl er Missionary
Baptist Church in Dora.

100-year-old ministers through playing piano at her church

See GLOVER, Page 14

the first song she learned to play.
They had an old pump organ at first.

Years later, Nell’s dad bought a piano.
The old pump organ was the kind

where you pumped air into the bellows
mechanism to provide air to the sound-
ing mechanism, she explained. “If you
didn’t pump, you didn’t play,” she said of
the instruments she played in the early
1920s. 

When asked her favorite song, she
said: “I’m betwixt ‘Amazing Grace’ and
‘What a Day That Will Be.’” She said
that she enjoys playing because, “It’s
just in me.” 

Apparently, she passed down the de-
sire to play to three of her four children
and one granddaughter, Kathy Monroe,
who plays jazz.

“My granddaughter would make a
great music teacher, but she probably
won’t quit her day job to do that because
she’s a doctor,” she said.

Mama Nell has played in churches
most of her life. She remembers a small
sanctuary in Dora that had a pump
organ instead of a piano. “When they
had one of those all day singings, you
done a day’s work when you played that
thing,” she remembers. “We had some
mighty good times.”

One singing she remembers brought
people from all around Walker County.
Nellerine was sitting on the piano bench
when all of a sudden, somebody came
up, sat down on the bench and pushed

her off onto the floor. “I got up and said,
What do you think you’re a doin’?’” She
realized when she got up that it was her
uncle having fun at her expense.

It’s only natural that she met the love
of her life at a singing. Rufus Allen
Glover attended one of the community
events in someone’s home. “You know
boys and girls went just to get together,”
she remembers.

They courted a while, and the ro-
mance blossomed. Then in May of 1933
on the Fourth Sunday Singing at Wyatt
Baptist Church, Nell and Rufus eloped
off to Yerkwood to the preacher’s house
and got married. 

After the ceremony, they went back to
the singing. When the newlywed’s father
saw them come back into the church, he
called to her across the congregation, “I
know what you’ve done, Nell, but you’re
still going to have to play the piano.”

They were married over 51 years. “We
had good times and bad, but the good
outweighed the bad.”

When talking about longevity, she
says, “The Good Lord let me live this
long.” Mama Nell eats pretty much any-
thing she wants to eat. When asked if
she smokes or drinks, she almost fell out
of her recliner laughing. “Lord NO!” 

When asked what she’s going to do
when she grows up, she said: “I’m not
sure, I ain’t growed up yet.” But there’s
a good chance that whatever she does
will involve playing the piano.

Glover From Page 3

Rick Watson - For the Daily Mountain Eagle

Nellerine “Mama Nell” Harper Glover stands outside Lawler Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Dora.
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 “Our Family Caring For Yours”

 H H R
 HENDRIX HEALTH
 & REHABILITATION

 1000 Highway 33
 Double Springs, Alabama

 489-2136
 • Skilled Nursing Care
 • Speech Therapy
 • Physical Therapy
 • Occupation Therapy
 • Outpatient Therapy Services
 For Info Contact Angelan Kladke, Admissions Coordinator

 hendrixhealthandrehab.com

By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle

A fifth grade teacher at Memorial Park Elementary School has
been named to the Alabama Positive Maturity’s Top 50 Over 50,
which celebrates members of the community who know how to
dream, laugh, contribute and achieve on many levels — all the
key elements of staying young while growing up.  

James Curtis Jordan said he was surprised to learn that he had
been chosen to this year’s Positive Maturity’s Top 50 Over 50.

“Tammy McGee asked if she could nominate me for the award

Top 50
Over 50

Elane Jones - Daily Mountain Eagle

James Curtis Jordan, a fifth grade teacher at Memorial Park Elementary , was recently
named to the Alabama Positive Maturity’s Top 50 Over 50 group.

Memorial Park instructor
honored by Positive Maturity

See JORDAN, Page 15

and told her sure, but I didn’t think
anything else about it,” Jordan
said. “Then one day in the spring, I
received an email telling me I had
been accepted, but I still hadn’t
told anyone, my co-workers and
family, that I had been chosen for
an award, until now.” 

The Top 50 Over 50 Banquet will
be held today at the Cahaba
Grand Conference Center in Birm-
ingham, and Dr. Jordan said he is
very excited about attending the
event. 

“Tammy brought me a magazine
that featured last year’s winners
and we’ve seen a list of this year’s
winners and there are some pretty
important people on both of those
lists,” Jordan said. “I’m humbled
and honored to have been chosen
as a member of the Class of 2016.”

The Top 50 Over 50 was intro-
duced by Positive Maturity in 2014
to show that while growing older is
unavoidable, growing up is only an
option.

Jordan currently teaches 5th
grade mathematics at Memorial
Park and loves his job as much

today as he did when he started
teaching 24 years ago.

“I wish I could teach 20 more
years, that’s how much I love my
job,” Jordan said. “I have been
blessed — there’s just no other way
to say it — with a job I dearly love.” 

Jordan said if someone came to
him today and told him he had just
won the lottery and would never
have to work another day for the
rest of his life, he would still be at
Memorial Park Elementary on Au-
gust 9 to greet his students.

“It is a wonderful blessing to
have a job you still love after 24
year, and I’m just excited now, if
not more, as I was on my first day
24 years ago,” Jordan said. “Most of
my buddies who I started with
have retired now, so I currently
work with a wonderful bunch of 20
somethings, but they keep me
young.” 

As a matter of fact, five of the
teachers who teach in the Jasper
City School System today are for-
mer students of Jordan. Two of
them currently teach at Memorial
Park.

“It seems like everything has
come full circle,” Jordan said. “I
even went back to school and got
my doctorate in 2011, which is in
curriculum and instructions with a
focus in mathematics, because I
love math and the art of teaching
so much.”

Jordan followed his dream to be-
come a teacher in his early 30s and
he said he not only teaches his stu-
dents, he is still learning himself.

“When I first started teaching, I
thought I had all the answers, but
after 24 years I’ve realized how lit-
tle I do know,” Jordan said. “But I’m
excited about this year and looking
forward to meeting the students
who will be in my class this year.”

Jordan said he knows God had a
hand in him becoming a teacher
and the past 24 years have been
wonderful.

“I wish I could do every one of
them (the 24 years) all over again,
because every one of them have
been wonderful years,” Jordan said.
“Sometimes when I’m up there
teaching I stop and think, ‘I get
paid to do this, I can’t believe it!’” 

Jordan From Page 2

Elane Jones - Daily Mountain Eagle

James Curtis Jordan, a fifth grade mathematics
teacher at Memorial Park Elementary, looks over
the many frogs that he has been given as gifts by
students and friends over his nearly 25 years of
teaching.
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  We are a special place where senior living is celebrated each and every day. Here, you’ll discover a   host of   stimulating programs, invigorating special events and thoughtful services to help keep you engaged a nd   inspired. From the moment you step into our warm and welcoming community, you’ll feel right at home.
 We like to think that every day is another opportunity for fun, adventure and fulfillment. We offer   a wide   variety of cultural events, learning opportunities, entertainment options, religious programs and gr oup   excursions.  Call Mary today at 205-384-0660!
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