
Page 12 – OUTDOORS GUIDE Jasper, Ala., Thurs., Oct. 5, 2017 www.mountaineagle.com



OUTDOORS GUIDE Jasper, Ala., Thurs., Oct. 5, 2017 www.mountaineagle.com – Page 11Page 2 – OUTDOORS GUIDE Jasper, Ala., Thurs., Oct. 5, 2017 www.mountaineagle.com

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Big Business

By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

Outdoor recreation in Alabama provides an incredi-
ble amount of revenue for the state
each year.

Phil Miller, senior conservation en-
forcement officer at the Alabama Di-
vision of Wildlife and F reshwater
Fisheries, said hunting and fishing is
nearly a $4 billion dollar industry in
the state.

“Hunting and fishing is big busi-
ness for Alabama and for Walker
County,” Miller recently said while
speaking to the Rotary Club of
Jasper. “Outdoor activities provide a
lot of jobs and a lot of revenue for our
area. Everybody w ants in the business , because
hunters and people fishing will spend lots of money.”

Miller said more than $3.8 billion dollars are spent
in Alabama annually on outdoor recreation. Hunting is
tops at $1.8 billion, with fishing bringing in $1.1 billion
and wildlife watching bringing in around $900,000.

“If hunting and fishing were a Fortune 500 company,
it would be No. 24 on the list,” Miller said.

Outdoor recreation provides nearly 50,000 jobs in Al-
abama.

“People don’t think about all the jobs that are related
to the outdoors . Hunting and fishing provides a big
boost to our economy,” Miller added.

More than 500,000 people hunt in Alabama each
year. Out of those hunters, nearly 50,000 are from out
of the state. Hunters spend $405 million annually on
trip-related expenses in Alabama. More than $350 mil-
lion is spent on hunting equipment in the state . Each
hunter spends an a verage of $1,700 per year in the
state.

“Hunters spend big money, and they spend it right
here in Walker County,” Miller said. “They spent it at

Pat’s Archery. They spend it at Walmart. They spent it
all over the place. It is good for our area.”

Hunter spending translates to nearly $613 million in
salaries and wages and supports over 27,000 jobs in the
state. Hunters also pay $104 million annually in state
and local taxes.

Miller said the number one animal hunted in Ala-
bama is deer.

“When I grew up, we started out rabbit and squirrel
hunting,” he said. “Today, a kid starts out hunting in a
tree stand or shooting house with a high-powered rifle
shooting deer.”

Miller said deer hunting in Alabama makes up a
large portion of the hunting revenue, but other animals
are also hunted regularly. As far as fishing goes, Miller
said Alabama offers many types of fishing experiences
with bass and crappie being popular in the local area.

“We live in a perfect place for outdoor activity ,” he
said. “Alabama is blessed with many natural re-
sources.”

Phil 
Miller

Special to the Eagle

Nearly $4 billion is spent in Alabama each year on outdoor recreation, with $1.8 spent on hunting.

Hunting, fishing helps Alabama’s economy

Guns From A1
reduced stock. There’s such a huge mar-
ket now that there are pink and muddy
girl camo equipment because there are
so many families hunting.”

Predator and pest hunting has also
seen a large increase in popularity, with

the ability to hunt throughout the year .
Hog hunting throughout the entire
southeast is rising due to the species im-
pact on the ecosystem and fast reproduc-
tion rate.

“They destroy everything in an area

and they’re not apt to leave if there’s no
pressure on them — if there’s water and
a food source , they’re there to sta y.
They’re also smarter than deer — they
can’t see as well,  but their smell and
hearing is very good,” Jackson said. “Coy-

ote hunting is also very popular. With the
exception of hunting at night and using
bait, both hog and coyote hunting can be
done any time of the year, which means
people don’t have to hang up their rifle
once deer season is over.”

Special to the Eagle

Mandatory reporting of all
deer and turkey harvests
through Alabama’s Game
Check system is now required
by the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources (ADCNR). Hunters will
have 48 hours to report their
harvest through the recently
updated Outdoor Alabama mo-
bile app, online at www .out-
dooralabama.com, or by phone
at 1-800-888-7690.

Hunters are encouraged to
utilize Game Check via the up-
dated mobile app or go online to
report their harvest.  Hunters
will need to manually update
the Outdoor Alabama app
through the Apple or Android
app stores or reinstall it to
make sure they have the most
recent version. The updated
Outdoor Alabama app for Apple
devices is now a vailable. The
updated Android version will
be available before the start of
deer archery season on October
14.

Besides providing a conven-
ient way to report your harvest,
a smartphone with the Outdoor
Alabama app will be accepted
in lieu of a paper harvest
record. Hunters who plan to
Game Check online or by phone
are still required to possess a
harvest record and hunting li-
cense during their hunt.

Reporting via the updated
mobile app can be completed of-
fline regardless of cellphone or
data coverage. Just input the
information and the app will

automatically submit it when
cellphone or data coverage is
restored. The phone number is
provided as a service for
hunters who do not have inter-
net access.

“It’s a very simple process
that takes just a few minutes to
complete,” said Chuc k Sykes,
Director of ADCNR’s Wildlife
and Freshwater Fisheries Divi-
sion (WFF). “With multiple re-
porting options and a
reasonable time frame to input
the data, there are no barriers
to using the Game Chec k sys-
tem.”

The Conservation Identifica-
tion (CID) number w as intro-
duced in the state last hunting
season. The 6-digit CID num-
ber is unique to eac h hunter
and can be used to purchase fu-
ture licenses, Harvest Informa-
tion Program (HIP) permits ,
and report deer and turkey
harvests. Unlike an annual
hunting license or Hunter’s Ex-

empt License Privilege
(H.E.L.P.) number, the CID
number will never c hange,
making it easier to use and re-
member. 

“Hunters are not required to
obtain a Conservation ID , but
having one will save them time
in the future ,” Sykes said.
“From buying a new hunting li-
cense to reporting a harvest,
you’ll only need to remember
two pieces of information, your
birthday and your 6-digit Con-
servation ID number.” 

Information required to
Game Check a harvest includes
the date of harvest, the type of
animal (deer or turkey),  sex of
deer and age of gobbler (adult
or jake), county of harvest, and
if the harvest was on public or
private land. Once the informa-
tion has been submitted,  you
will receive an email confirma-
tion. 

To address concerns or ques-
tions hunters may have about
the Game Chec k system,
ADCNR has produced a how-to
video about the reporting sys-
tem.

Deer archery season opens on
October 14 (buck only for the
first 10 days of bow season in
Zone B).  Hunters are encour -
aged to obtain their annual
hunting license, H.E.L.P., or 6-
digit CID number prior to the
start of the season.  For addi-
tional season dates, bag limits
and hunting information, check
out the 2017-18 Alabama Hunt-
ing and Fishing Digest or visit
www.outdooralabama.com/hun
ting.

Special to the Eagle

When hunters take to the woods Oct. 14 for the start of archery
deer season in Alabama, Hunter Education Coordinator Marisa
Futral hopes that those using treestands will remember to wear
and use a vital piece of equipment, the full-body harness.

“It sounds obvious, but wearing your harness and not attach-
ing it to the tree will not save you if you fall,” said Futral. “Most
falls occur while ascending and descending, or stepping into and
out of the tree stand, so it is extremely important to be attached
to the tree at all times.”

Futral says hunters should attach their full-body harness to
the tree the moment they lea ve the ground, and it should sta y
attached until they are safely back on the ground. “Many hunters
are diligent about wearing a harness ,” she said, “but they don’t
attach it to the tree until they have already climbed up and are
seated. You are more likely to fall when you are moving , so at-
taching the harness before you start climbing is vital.”

Once at the desired height, hunters should keep a short tether
between them and the tree with no slack when sitting. The tether
should be fastened to the tree at eye level or above . This will
allow an easier recovery if a fall happens. Never allow the tether
strap to get under your chin or around your neck.

Hunting bows should be pulled up and lowered with a strong
cord or rope. When hunting with a gun,  it should be unloaded
prior to pulling it up or lowering it.

Hunting is one of the safest outdoor recreational activities. Ac-
cording to American Sports Data and the National Shooting
Sports Foundation, hunting ranks lower than basketball,  foot-
ball, tennis, cheerleading, bicycling, golf, and even bowling in the
total number of injuries per 100 participants.

However, each hunting season,  Futral receives reports on
hunting accidents that could ha ve been avoided. Last hunting
season in Alabama, 11 nonfatal and two fatal incidents were re-
ported relating to treestands, while seven incidents were attrib-
uted to firearms (one fatal and six non-fatal).  In all of the
treestand-related incidents, the hunter was not wearing a safety
harness.

Futral stresses that hunters should carefully inspect their
treestand and harness before each use. “Never use a damaged or
expired harness, and make sure it can support your body
weight,” she said. “And, most importantly, keep it attached to the
tree at all times.”

For more information about how to properly use a full-body
harness and other hunting safety tips , visit www.outdooral-
abama.com/tree-stand-safety.

For safe hunting,
remember 
the obvious

Use the App
Report harvests with Game Check
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BOW HUNTING

Up Close & Personal

By JOHNATHAN BENTLEY
Daily Mountain Eagle

Deer hunting season ma y be more
than a month away for most, but not
bow hunters.

Bow season starts on Oct. 14 across
the state, while gun season opens on
Nov. 18 this year.

The early start has appeal for those
like Paul Lay who has worked at Pat's
Archery in Jasper for 32 years.

"It's getting up c lose and person,"
Lay said of bow hunting. 

While those using guns can take
down a deer from hundreds of yards
away, bow hunting requires more pa-
tience and some good luck.

"Just because a deer is standing 20
yards away from you doesn't mean he's
going to go get in the truc k. A lot of
stuff can happen with a bow in your
hand. It's more one on one ," said Lay,
who has some of his largest buc ks on
display on the walls of Pat's Archery.

A few of them came while bow hunt-
ing.

"Most people bow hunt out of a
blind, but I'm usually in a tree stand,"
Lay said. "For effective hunting, you
are going to be shooting at deer that
are 30 yards and in.  I knew you can
kill one at 50 yards every once in a
while, but a lot can go wrong. You can
wound them or miss them, things like
that. I try to shoot at under 30 yards .
The last two deer I killed,  one was 12
yards away and one was 17 or 18 yards
away.

"It's hard to get a big deer c lose
enough to shoot with a bow in Ala-
bama. Around here, looking around in
the woods, you can't see 100 yards." 

Pat's Archery has everything needed
for any level of bow hunter - from
bows, arrows, broad heads and
whisker biscuits.

"We've got cross bows and regular
(compound) bows. If you want to hunt
off the ground, a cross bow would prob-
ably be more efficient because you
don't have to coc k it. It's easier to
shoot out of a blind with a cross bow .
It's hard to with a compound.  (In bow
hunting), you can spend what you
want to. It can be as c heap or expen-
sive as you w ant it to be ," said La y,
adding that business has pic ked up
with bow season closing in, though he
admits it's not as popular as it has
been in the past due to some recent
changes.

"You used to could only kill a doe
with a gun two weeks out of the year .
Now you can shoot a doe just about
every day with a gun.  People used to
think I have a chance at killing a doe
if I bow hunt.  Now, it really doesn't
matter. It took the urgency out of bow
hunting," Lay said.

The deer bag limit this year is three
bucks (all season) and one doe per day.

Lay is not sure when he will take ad-
vantage of bow season, but he's hoping
it will be soon.

"I'm not sure I'll make it out there
(opening day), but I ma y go a little
while the next day," he said.

Special to the Eagle

Bow season starts on Oct. 14. Area bow hunters enjoy being right up
on a deer when on a hunt.

Bow hunters enjoy
the challenge, early

season start

 JB’s Pawn Shop JB’s Pawn Shop

  Your Trusted Pawnbroker

 GREAT SELECTION OF FIREARMS & AMMO

 645 Highway 195 • Jasper,   AL | Oak Hill Plaza • 205-384-5000

 Get an  on-the-sp o t cash loan  for your valuables and 
 walk out with the cash you need.
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GUN HUNTING

Optimal Optics

By W. BRIAN HALE
Daily Mountain Eagle

The traditional fall hobby of hunting has seen dra-
matic change in recent years, from the equipment used
on the hunt, to the game itself and w ays the hunt is
conducted.

Although deer hunting is still on the forefront in
sought-after game, a gradual shift has taken place on
how the hunt is conducted — from the once popular
dog-driven hunt to still hunting using bait and tree-
stands to make the shot.

The shift has also reflected in the equipment,  with
more hunters migrating towards high-powered rifles
with scopes becoming the c hoice instrument on the
hunt.

“The new choice for many hunters is leaning towards
the 6.5mm Creedmoor — whic h is a long-range wim-
bledon. It performs well, but it does sacrifice some bul-

let weight to be accurate at long range , so the knock-
down power is not as quite high as it would be at other
models — but it doesn’t ha ve as much recoil, either,”
Reed Jackson of Pat’s Archery and Outdoors said. “An-
other popular rifle that’s been around for a long time is
the .308 Winchester. It doesn’t have a lot of recoil,  is
known for flat shooting and it’s very popular with law
enforcement for its accuracy. Essentially what you’re
really looking for in a gun is the availability of ammu-
nition. If you’re out of shells and you need to make a
quick run to a mom and pop store before going out on
the hunt, your chance of finding 6.5 Creedmoor bullets
isn’t good — where you will find .270, .308., 30-06 and
.300, those basic calibers that are standard nearly
everywhere.”

With optics becoming an important factor, magnifica-
tion power is a top priority when making a selection.

“The 3x9 is the most common we see purchased, but
the 4x12 is growing in popularity. When people want to

see or shoot things further, you want to go with a 4x12
or 6x15 which will really bring it in c loser,” Jackson
said.

With dog-driven hunting becoming less common,
hunting with shotguns has also seen a decrease . For
closer action, many hunters are purchasing Remington
742 — called “brush guns.”

Another change that has affected many aspects of the
sport is its popularity with ladies. Jackson stated that
many rifle companies have developed products to coin-
cide with the ladies’ growing interest in hunting.

“Companies such as Remington are loading reduced
recoil ammo because of how many ladies are hunting
now. With those bullets being available for the .308, it’s
helped increase its popularity even further ,” Jackson
said. “Even with companies making compact or youth
model guns, not all ladies are migrating away from the

Special to the Eagle

Finding the correct scope is an important facor in being ready when that perfect deer walks by.

Hunting shift leads to more focus on scopes

See GUNS, PAGE 11

FISHING

Back to the Water

By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

With cooler weather expected in the coming weeks ,
fishermen in Walker County are expected to be head-
ing back to area w aterways in droves for one of the
most popular fishing times of the year.

“This is about the best time of year fish, ” said Jake
Williams, a store manager at P at’s Archery and Out-
doors in Jasper. “A lot of people take the hot summer
months off, because it is so hot that the fish just don’t
bite, but now that it is starting to cool off some , there
will be a lot of people fishing at the lake and on the
river.”

Many people are now bass fishing in Walker County.
A bass’ life cyc le revolves around the fact that it is a
cold-blooded creature. In the summer months , bass
seek deep-water and become lethargic , and that also
seek deep w ater in the winter months to find the
warmest water. In the fall,  they are active , because

they have to fatten up for the winter. 
“This is when they are looking for baitfish,” Williams

said. “It is a great time to catch them.”
With several pro anglers in the area last week for

the Bassmater Open Series tournament on Smith
Lake, Williams said an upswing of activity is expected.

“After the big tournaments, we tend to see more peo-
ple going to the lake to fish, and we get a good idea of
what the pros were using to catc h them,” Williams
said.

Anglers last week bought every white frog bait avail-
able at Pat’s Archery.

“I’m not sure why, but we sold out of the white frogs,
every kind of them,” Williams said. “We still have a lot
of frogs, but we don’t have a white one left in the store
until we get a shipment.”

Williams said any bait that causes motion is popular
and useful in catching bass. He said the Whopper Plop-
per brand is currently the most popular.

“Whopper Plopper has been popular for a while now,

but it is a good bait, ” he said. “We sell a lot of them.
Any top water bait is good for bass fishing on the lake
or river, but they are one of the best.”

The Whopper Plopper baits range in price from less
than $10 to around $20 with Pat’s Archery carrying a
large assortment.

As far as rod and reel combos , Williams said the
Lews brand has recently gained a lot of popularity.

“They were a popular brand years ago and kind of
went down, but they rebuilt their brand and have some
great rods and reels now. We sell a lot of them,” he said.

Prices for Lews combos range from $120 to $200. 
Williams said area anglers can spend as little or as

much as they want on their hobby, which makes fish-
ing a hobby to be enjoyed by just about anyone.

“Fishing is something that just about all of us enjoy,”
he said. “It can be as cheap a hobby as you w ant it to
be, but it can also be very expensive . It just depends
on what you are fishing for and how you w ant to fish.
The most important thing is that people just enjoy it.”

Special to the Eagle

Fall is one of the most popular times of year for fishermen in Alabama, especially for bass fishing.

Cooler temperatures lead to more fishing
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GUN HUNTING

Optimal Optics

By W. BRIAN HALE
Daily Mountain Eagle

The traditional fall hobby of hunting has seen dra-
matic change in recent years, from the equipment used
on the hunt, to the game itself and w ays the hunt is
conducted.

Although deer hunting is still on the forefront in
sought-after game, a gradual shift has taken place on
how the hunt is conducted — from the once popular
dog-driven hunt to still hunting using bait and tree-
stands to make the shot.

The shift has also reflected in the equipment,  with
more hunters migrating towards high-powered rifles
with scopes becoming the c hoice instrument on the
hunt.

“The new choice for many hunters is leaning towards
the 6.5mm Creedmoor — whic h is a long-range wim-
bledon. It performs well, but it does sacrifice some bul-

let weight to be accurate at long range , so the knock-
down power is not as quite high as it would be at other
models — but it doesn’t ha ve as much recoil, either,”
Reed Jackson of Pat’s Archery and Outdoors said. “An-
other popular rifle that’s been around for a long time is
the .308 Winchester. It doesn’t have a lot of recoil,  is
known for flat shooting and it’s very popular with law
enforcement for its accuracy. Essentially what you’re
really looking for in a gun is the availability of ammu-
nition. If you’re out of shells and you need to make a
quick run to a mom and pop store before going out on
the hunt, your chance of finding 6.5 Creedmoor bullets
isn’t good — where you will find .270, .308., 30-06 and
.300, those basic calibers that are standard nearly
everywhere.”

With optics becoming an important factor, magnifica-
tion power is a top priority when making a selection.

“The 3x9 is the most common we see purchased, but
the 4x12 is growing in popularity. When people want to

see or shoot things further, you want to go with a 4x12
or 6x15 which will really bring it in c loser,” Jackson
said.

With dog-driven hunting becoming less common,
hunting with shotguns has also seen a decrease . For
closer action, many hunters are purchasing Remington
742 — called “brush guns.”

Another change that has affected many aspects of the
sport is its popularity with ladies. Jackson stated that
many rifle companies have developed products to coin-
cide with the ladies’ growing interest in hunting.

“Companies such as Remington are loading reduced
recoil ammo because of how many ladies are hunting
now. With those bullets being available for the .308, it’s
helped increase its popularity even further ,” Jackson
said. “Even with companies making compact or youth
model guns, not all ladies are migrating away from the
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Finding the correct scope is an important facor in being ready when that perfect deer walks by.

Hunting shift leads to more focus on scopes
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FISHING

Back to the Water

By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

With cooler weather expected in the coming weeks ,
fishermen in Walker County are expected to be head-
ing back to area w aterways in droves for one of the
most popular fishing times of the year.

“This is about the best time of year fish, ” said Jake
Williams, a store manager at P at’s Archery and Out-
doors in Jasper. “A lot of people take the hot summer
months off, because it is so hot that the fish just don’t
bite, but now that it is starting to cool off some , there
will be a lot of people fishing at the lake and on the
river.”

Many people are now bass fishing in Walker County.
A bass’ life cyc le revolves around the fact that it is a
cold-blooded creature. In the summer months , bass
seek deep-water and become lethargic , and that also
seek deep w ater in the winter months to find the
warmest water. In the fall,  they are active , because

they have to fatten up for the winter. 
“This is when they are looking for baitfish,” Williams

said. “It is a great time to catch them.”
With several pro anglers in the area last week for

the Bassmater Open Series tournament on Smith
Lake, Williams said an upswing of activity is expected.

“After the big tournaments, we tend to see more peo-
ple going to the lake to fish, and we get a good idea of
what the pros were using to catc h them,” Williams
said.

Anglers last week bought every white frog bait avail-
able at Pat’s Archery.

“I’m not sure why, but we sold out of the white frogs,
every kind of them,” Williams said. “We still have a lot
of frogs, but we don’t have a white one left in the store
until we get a shipment.”

Williams said any bait that causes motion is popular
and useful in catching bass. He said the Whopper Plop-
per brand is currently the most popular.

“Whopper Plopper has been popular for a while now,

but it is a good bait, ” he said. “We sell a lot of them.
Any top water bait is good for bass fishing on the lake
or river, but they are one of the best.”

The Whopper Plopper baits range in price from less
than $10 to around $20 with Pat’s Archery carrying a
large assortment.

As far as rod and reel combos , Williams said the
Lews brand has recently gained a lot of popularity.

“They were a popular brand years ago and kind of
went down, but they rebuilt their brand and have some
great rods and reels now. We sell a lot of them,” he said.

Prices for Lews combos range from $120 to $200. 
Williams said area anglers can spend as little or as

much as they want on their hobby, which makes fish-
ing a hobby to be enjoyed by just about anyone.

“Fishing is something that just about all of us enjoy,”
he said. “It can be as cheap a hobby as you w ant it to
be, but it can also be very expensive . It just depends
on what you are fishing for and how you w ant to fish.
The most important thing is that people just enjoy it.”
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Fall is one of the most popular times of year for fishermen in Alabama, especially for bass fishing.

Cooler temperatures lead to more fishing
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BOW HUNTING

Up Close & Personal

By JOHNATHAN BENTLEY
Daily Mountain Eagle

Deer hunting season ma y be more
than a month away for most, but not
bow hunters.

Bow season starts on Oct. 14 across
the state, while gun season opens on
Nov. 18 this year.

The early start has appeal for those
like Paul Lay who has worked at Pat's
Archery in Jasper for 32 years.

"It's getting up c lose and person,"
Lay said of bow hunting. 

While those using guns can take
down a deer from hundreds of yards
away, bow hunting requires more pa-
tience and some good luck.

"Just because a deer is standing 20
yards away from you doesn't mean he's
going to go get in the truc k. A lot of
stuff can happen with a bow in your
hand. It's more one on one ," said Lay,
who has some of his largest buc ks on
display on the walls of Pat's Archery.

A few of them came while bow hunt-
ing.

"Most people bow hunt out of a
blind, but I'm usually in a tree stand,"
Lay said. "For effective hunting, you
are going to be shooting at deer that
are 30 yards and in.  I knew you can
kill one at 50 yards every once in a
while, but a lot can go wrong. You can
wound them or miss them, things like
that. I try to shoot at under 30 yards .
The last two deer I killed,  one was 12
yards away and one was 17 or 18 yards
away.

"It's hard to get a big deer c lose
enough to shoot with a bow in Ala-
bama. Around here, looking around in
the woods, you can't see 100 yards." 

Pat's Archery has everything needed
for any level of bow hunter - from
bows, arrows, broad heads and
whisker biscuits.

"We've got cross bows and regular
(compound) bows. If you want to hunt
off the ground, a cross bow would prob-
ably be more efficient because you
don't have to coc k it. It's easier to
shoot out of a blind with a cross bow .
It's hard to with a compound.  (In bow
hunting), you can spend what you
want to. It can be as c heap or expen-
sive as you w ant it to be ," said La y,
adding that business has pic ked up
with bow season closing in, though he
admits it's not as popular as it has
been in the past due to some recent
changes.

"You used to could only kill a doe
with a gun two weeks out of the year .
Now you can shoot a doe just about
every day with a gun.  People used to
think I have a chance at killing a doe
if I bow hunt.  Now, it really doesn't
matter. It took the urgency out of bow
hunting," Lay said.

The deer bag limit this year is three
bucks (all season) and one doe per day.

Lay is not sure when he will take ad-
vantage of bow season, but he's hoping
it will be soon.

"I'm not sure I'll make it out there
(opening day), but I ma y go a little
while the next day," he said.

Special to the Eagle

Bow season starts on Oct. 14. Area bow hunters enjoy being right up
on a deer when on a hunt.

Bow hunters enjoy
the challenge, early

season start

 JB’s Pawn Shop JB’s Pawn Shop

  Your Trusted Pawnbroker

 GREAT SELECTION OF FIREARMS & AMMO

 645 Highway 195 • Jasper,   AL | Oak Hill Plaza • 205-384-5000

 Get an  on-the-sp o t cash loan  for your valuables and 
 walk out with the cash you need.

  BUY | SELL | TRADE | PAWN BUY | SELL | TRADE | PAWN BUY | SELL | TRADE | PAWN
 WE BUY GOLD
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 JasperFeed.com

 (205) 384-5547
 1506 9th Ave., Jasper, AL
 www.HollandGrill.com

 It Grills. 
 It Bakes. 
 It Steams 

 And It 
 Smokes.

 The ONLY Gas Grill 
 GUARANTEED
 not to flare up!
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OUTDOOR RECREATION

Big Business

By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

Outdoor recreation in Alabama provides an incredi-
ble amount of revenue for the state
each year.

Phil Miller, senior conservation en-
forcement officer at the Alabama Di-
vision of Wildlife and F reshwater
Fisheries, said hunting and fishing is
nearly a $4 billion dollar industry in
the state.

“Hunting and fishing is big busi-
ness for Alabama and for Walker
County,” Miller recently said while
speaking to the Rotary Club of
Jasper. “Outdoor activities provide a
lot of jobs and a lot of revenue for our
area. Everybody w ants in the business , because
hunters and people fishing will spend lots of money.”

Miller said more than $3.8 billion dollars are spent
in Alabama annually on outdoor recreation. Hunting is
tops at $1.8 billion, with fishing bringing in $1.1 billion
and wildlife watching bringing in around $900,000.

“If hunting and fishing were a Fortune 500 company,
it would be No. 24 on the list,” Miller said.

Outdoor recreation provides nearly 50,000 jobs in Al-
abama.

“People don’t think about all the jobs that are related
to the outdoors . Hunting and fishing provides a big
boost to our economy,” Miller added.

More than 500,000 people hunt in Alabama each
year. Out of those hunters, nearly 50,000 are from out
of the state. Hunters spend $405 million annually on
trip-related expenses in Alabama. More than $350 mil-
lion is spent on hunting equipment in the state . Each
hunter spends an a verage of $1,700 per year in the
state.

“Hunters spend big money, and they spend it right
here in Walker County,” Miller said. “They spent it at

Pat’s Archery. They spend it at Walmart. They spent it
all over the place. It is good for our area.”

Hunter spending translates to nearly $613 million in
salaries and wages and supports over 27,000 jobs in the
state. Hunters also pay $104 million annually in state
and local taxes.

Miller said the number one animal hunted in Ala-
bama is deer.

“When I grew up, we started out rabbit and squirrel
hunting,” he said. “Today, a kid starts out hunting in a
tree stand or shooting house with a high-powered rifle
shooting deer.”

Miller said deer hunting in Alabama makes up a
large portion of the hunting revenue, but other animals
are also hunted regularly. As far as fishing goes, Miller
said Alabama offers many types of fishing experiences
with bass and crappie being popular in the local area.

“We live in a perfect place for outdoor activity ,” he
said. “Alabama is blessed with many natural re-
sources.”

Phil 
Miller

Special to the Eagle

Nearly $4 billion is spent in Alabama each year on outdoor recreation, with $1.8 spent on hunting.

Hunting, fishing helps Alabama’s economy

Guns From A1
reduced stock. There’s such a huge mar-
ket now that there are pink and muddy
girl camo equipment because there are
so many families hunting.”

Predator and pest hunting has also
seen a large increase in popularity, with

the ability to hunt throughout the year .
Hog hunting throughout the entire
southeast is rising due to the species im-
pact on the ecosystem and fast reproduc-
tion rate.

“They destroy everything in an area

and they’re not apt to leave if there’s no
pressure on them — if there’s water and
a food source , they’re there to sta y.
They’re also smarter than deer — they
can’t see as well,  but their smell and
hearing is very good,” Jackson said. “Coy-

ote hunting is also very popular. With the
exception of hunting at night and using
bait, both hog and coyote hunting can be
done any time of the year, which means
people don’t have to hang up their rifle
once deer season is over.”

Special to the Eagle

Mandatory reporting of all
deer and turkey harvests
through Alabama’s Game
Check system is now required
by the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources (ADCNR). Hunters will
have 48 hours to report their
harvest through the recently
updated Outdoor Alabama mo-
bile app, online at www .out-
dooralabama.com, or by phone
at 1-800-888-7690.

Hunters are encouraged to
utilize Game Check via the up-
dated mobile app or go online to
report their harvest.  Hunters
will need to manually update
the Outdoor Alabama app
through the Apple or Android
app stores or reinstall it to
make sure they have the most
recent version. The updated
Outdoor Alabama app for Apple
devices is now a vailable. The
updated Android version will
be available before the start of
deer archery season on October
14.

Besides providing a conven-
ient way to report your harvest,
a smartphone with the Outdoor
Alabama app will be accepted
in lieu of a paper harvest
record. Hunters who plan to
Game Check online or by phone
are still required to possess a
harvest record and hunting li-
cense during their hunt.

Reporting via the updated
mobile app can be completed of-
fline regardless of cellphone or
data coverage. Just input the
information and the app will

automatically submit it when
cellphone or data coverage is
restored. The phone number is
provided as a service for
hunters who do not have inter-
net access.

“It’s a very simple process
that takes just a few minutes to
complete,” said Chuc k Sykes,
Director of ADCNR’s Wildlife
and Freshwater Fisheries Divi-
sion (WFF). “With multiple re-
porting options and a
reasonable time frame to input
the data, there are no barriers
to using the Game Chec k sys-
tem.”

The Conservation Identifica-
tion (CID) number w as intro-
duced in the state last hunting
season. The 6-digit CID num-
ber is unique to eac h hunter
and can be used to purchase fu-
ture licenses, Harvest Informa-
tion Program (HIP) permits ,
and report deer and turkey
harvests. Unlike an annual
hunting license or Hunter’s Ex-

empt License Privilege
(H.E.L.P.) number, the CID
number will never c hange,
making it easier to use and re-
member. 

“Hunters are not required to
obtain a Conservation ID , but
having one will save them time
in the future ,” Sykes said.
“From buying a new hunting li-
cense to reporting a harvest,
you’ll only need to remember
two pieces of information, your
birthday and your 6-digit Con-
servation ID number.” 

Information required to
Game Check a harvest includes
the date of harvest, the type of
animal (deer or turkey),  sex of
deer and age of gobbler (adult
or jake), county of harvest, and
if the harvest was on public or
private land. Once the informa-
tion has been submitted,  you
will receive an email confirma-
tion. 

To address concerns or ques-
tions hunters may have about
the Game Chec k system,
ADCNR has produced a how-to
video about the reporting sys-
tem.

Deer archery season opens on
October 14 (buck only for the
first 10 days of bow season in
Zone B).  Hunters are encour -
aged to obtain their annual
hunting license, H.E.L.P., or 6-
digit CID number prior to the
start of the season.  For addi-
tional season dates, bag limits
and hunting information, check
out the 2017-18 Alabama Hunt-
ing and Fishing Digest or visit
www.outdooralabama.com/hun
ting.

Special to the Eagle

When hunters take to the woods Oct. 14 for the start of archery
deer season in Alabama, Hunter Education Coordinator Marisa
Futral hopes that those using treestands will remember to wear
and use a vital piece of equipment, the full-body harness.

“It sounds obvious, but wearing your harness and not attach-
ing it to the tree will not save you if you fall,” said Futral. “Most
falls occur while ascending and descending, or stepping into and
out of the tree stand, so it is extremely important to be attached
to the tree at all times.”

Futral says hunters should attach their full-body harness to
the tree the moment they lea ve the ground, and it should sta y
attached until they are safely back on the ground. “Many hunters
are diligent about wearing a harness ,” she said, “but they don’t
attach it to the tree until they have already climbed up and are
seated. You are more likely to fall when you are moving , so at-
taching the harness before you start climbing is vital.”

Once at the desired height, hunters should keep a short tether
between them and the tree with no slack when sitting. The tether
should be fastened to the tree at eye level or above . This will
allow an easier recovery if a fall happens. Never allow the tether
strap to get under your chin or around your neck.

Hunting bows should be pulled up and lowered with a strong
cord or rope. When hunting with a gun,  it should be unloaded
prior to pulling it up or lowering it.

Hunting is one of the safest outdoor recreational activities. Ac-
cording to American Sports Data and the National Shooting
Sports Foundation, hunting ranks lower than basketball,  foot-
ball, tennis, cheerleading, bicycling, golf, and even bowling in the
total number of injuries per 100 participants.

However, each hunting season,  Futral receives reports on
hunting accidents that could ha ve been avoided. Last hunting
season in Alabama, 11 nonfatal and two fatal incidents were re-
ported relating to treestands, while seven incidents were attrib-
uted to firearms (one fatal and six non-fatal).  In all of the
treestand-related incidents, the hunter was not wearing a safety
harness.

Futral stresses that hunters should carefully inspect their
treestand and harness before each use. “Never use a damaged or
expired harness, and make sure it can support your body
weight,” she said. “And, most importantly, keep it attached to the
tree at all times.”

For more information about how to properly use a full-body
harness and other hunting safety tips , visit www.outdooral-
abama.com/tree-stand-safety.

For safe hunting,
remember 
the obvious

Use the App
Report harvests with Game Check
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