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CFP CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: NO. 2 ALABAMA 45, NO. 1 CLEMSON 40

Gutsy play leads Tide to title

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — The last
step toward making Alabama’s
run of championships under
Nick Saban the greatest
in college football his-
tory was the toughest.

The Crimson Tide
needed all its power and
speed. It needed all its
talent and steely re-
solve. When that alone
couldn’t do it, it was up
to one gutsy trick to
help win the fourth na-
tional title of the Saban
dynasty.

Derrick Henry, O.J. Howard
and Kenyan Drake hit No. 1
Clemson with long touchdowns,
and No. 2 Alabama outlasted
the dynamic play of Deshaun
Watson to win the College Foot-
ball Playoff championship 45-40
on Monday night.

The Crimson Tide (14-1) won
its three previous championship
game appearances in runaway
fashion. This game was an in-
stant classic — a relief for fans
who sat through the blowouts
that turned the New Year’s Six
lineup into a dud.

It finally broke open on per-
haps the boldest call of Saban’s
career.

With 10:34 left in the fourth
quarter and Alabama having
just tied the game at 24-24,
Saban took a gamble to try to
keep the ball away from Wat-
son. He called for an onside kick
called Pop Kick from Adam Grif-
fith and Alabama defensive
back Marlon Humphrey caught
it over the shoulder at midfield.

Tide turned.

“It was tough. It really was,”
said Saban, who now has more
national titles than every other
coach but Bear Bryant, the man
who first made Alabama syn-
onymous with college football

greatness.
“I made the decision

to do it because the
score was (tied) and we
were tired on defense
and weren’t doing a
great job of getting them
stopped and felt like if
we didn’t do something
or take a chance to
change the momentum
of the game that we

wouldn’t have a chance to win,”
Saban said.

Moments later, Alabama took
back the lead for good. For the
second time, Clemson (14-1) lost
track of the tight end Howard in
coverage and Jake Coker hit
him in stride deep for a 51-yard
touchdown to make it 31-24
with 9:45 left.

Clemson and Watson proved
to be every bit Alabama’s equal.
The Tigers just kept coming.

Watson led Clemson to a field
goal to make it 31-27, and boom!
Another Alabama big play.
Drake broke free and streaked
down the sideline for a 95-yard
kickoff return touchdown, div-
ing the last 5 yards to the pylon.

Watson threw his third touch-
down pass to make it 38-33 with
4:40 left, and then Alabama
went back to its workhorse
Heisman Trophy winner. Henry
plunged into the end zone for
his third touchdown of the game
to make it 45-33 with 1:07 left.

“We stand toe-to-toe with
everybody in the country,”

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney
said. “This program doesn’t take
a backseat to anybody.”

Watson threw another touch-
down pass to cap a wild 40-point
fourth quarter, but would not
get another chance. Clemson’s
onside kick went out of bounds.
Coker took a knee and after a
two-year drought that felt like
eternity in Tuscaloosa, Alabama
was back on top.

After a loss to Ole Miss in
mid-September, there were
doubters. Saban used them to
fuel his team.

“There weren’t many people
earlier in the year who thought
they could do it,” he said.

The Crimson Tide became the
second team in college football’s
poll era, dating back to 1936, to
win four titles in seven seasons.

Alabama joins Notre Dame,
which won four titles from 1943-
49, but those Fighting Irish
never even played in bowl
games, nevertheless two playoff
games. For Saban, it is his fifth
national championship — four
in his nine seasons at Alabama
— leaving him only one short of
Bryant.

Watson gave the Tide all it
could handle, throwing for 405
yards and four touchdowns, and
conjured up memories of Vince
Young’s miraculous perform-

ance for Texas in the 2006 Rose
Bowl that derailed Southern
California’s dynasty.

The sophomore, who finished
third in the Heisman Trophy
voting, had 478 total yards
against a loaded Tide defense
and bested Young’s 467 yards
against the Trojans. But Watson
couldn’t finish the job the way
Young did in Pasadena, Califor-
nia, and win the national title.

“All the stats don’t really mat-
ter to me,” Watson said. “I just
wanted to get the win and do
something that we haven’t done
in 34 years.”

Instead, Saban and the Tide

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Alabama’s Kenyan Drake (17) celebrates with teammate O.J. Howard (88) after Howard’ s
fourth-quarter touchdown against Clemson in the College Football Playof f championship
game. Howard caught two touchdown passes in the win. 

‘Bama pulls out all the
stops to edge Clemson
in title game shootout

SEE TITLE, PAGE 3

Alabama-Clemson joins list of epic title games
By RICHARD ROSENBLATT
AP Sports Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Welcome to the
epic national championship club Ala-
bama and Clemson.

Your game is a unani-
mous choice to join the
short list of some of the
most dramatic, excit-
ing, fantastic finishes
to a college football sea-
son.

With one big play after another — by
both teams — Alabama beat Clemson
45-40 on Monday night in the College
Football Playoff title game.

An instant classic. And no doubt, this
one will last for a long time.

The game was a thrill-a-minute. Heis-
man Trophy winner Derrick Henry ran
for three touchdowns, including a 50-
yarder to open the scoring.

A daring onside kick with the score
tied 24-all led to an Alabama points ex-
plosion, with quarterback Jake Coker
throwing for two long touchdowns to
tight end O.J Howard. Oh, and Kenyan
Drake returned a kickoff 95 yards for an-
other score.

Clemson didn’t flinch. Dual-threat
quarterback Deshaun Watson threw four
touchdown and had 478 total yards —
403 passing. He was virtually a one-man
show in keeping the Tigers ahead for a
while.

In the end, it was too much Alabama,
and the Tide won their fourth national
crown in the past seven years. 

Here’s a few other epic games that be-
long in the club:

———
NOTRE DAME 10, 

MICHIGAN STATE 10 (1966)
A tie is an epic? When it comes to this

one, it tops the list. Ara Parseghian’s
Notre Dame team came into the game
unbeaten and ranked No. 1. Duffy
Daugherty’s Michigan State team also
was unbeaten and ranked No. 2. The
game, sometimes referred to as the
“Game of the Century,” ended in contro-
versy as Notre Dame, playing at Spartan
Stadium, elected not to try for a score on
the final series. The not-so-Fighting Irish
ended up No. 1 in the final AP poll. The
game featured Terry Hanratty getting
knocked out of the game after a sack by
Michigan State’s Bubba Smith.

———

MIAMI 31, NEBRASKA 30 
(1984 ORANGE BOWL)

Miami, which considered shutting
down its program due to lack of interest
several years earlier, pulled off one of the
greatest upsets to win its first national
title. Led by gawky yet efficient quarter-
back Bernie Kosar, Miami built an early
lead and the hometown crowd rocked
the Orange Bowl. The potent Corn-
huskers needed a trick play — a “fum-
blerooski” TD by lineman Dean
Steinkuhler — to stay in the game. They
pulled within a point with less than a
minute left, but instead of kicking the
extra point that would have assured a
championship, coach Tom Osborne de-
cided to go for the win with a 2-point try.
Turner Gill’s pass was swatted away by
Ken Calhoun.

———
OHIO STATE 31, MIAMI 24, 2 OT

(2003 FIESTA BOWL)
Miami was poised for another perfect

season. They were a unanimous No. 1
choice riding a 34-game winning streak.
Ohio State also was unbeaten, ranked
No. 2, but appeared to be no match for
the speedy ‘Canes. Led by freshman run-
ning back Maurice Clarett, though, Ohio

State outplayed Miami for much of the
game. But it was a still debated pass in-
terference call in overtime that gave the
Buckeyes another chance, and they won
31-24 in double OT. 

———
TEXAS 41, USC 38 

(2006 ROSE BOWL)
This game was like Alabama-Clemson

for excitement, but had an even wilder
finish. It was a No. 1 vs. No. 2 game, and
USC was loaded — with two Heisman
winners in running back Reggie Bush
and quarterback Matt Leinart. Like
Clemson’s Deshaun Watson, Texas QB
Vince Young piled up over 400 total
yards, but his Longhorns came out a
winner when he scored on fourth down
in the closing seconds.

———
FLORIDA STATE 34, AUBURN 31

(2014 ROSE BOWL)
The Tigers stormed to a 21-3 lead be-

fore Heisman winner Jameis Winston
led the Seminoles back. The lead went
back and forth with the Tigers going
ahead 31-27 with 1:19 left. But Winston
led them to victory — and the national
title — with a short TD pass to Kelvin
Benjamin with 13 seconds to go.
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raised another trophy, their
first in this new playoff sys-
tem, and got another confetti
shower. It is the Tide’s 11th na-
tional title in the poll era — 10
AP and one coaches’ poll —
and more than any other
school.

Alabama was a unanimous
No. 1 in the final AP poll and
Clemson finished No. 2.

The Tide hit Clemson early
with Henry, who scored the
game’s first touchdown on a
50-yard burst through the mid-
dle. He finished with 158 yards
on 36 carries. Howard was the
offensive player of the game
with five catches for 208 yards,
including a 63-yarder that set
up Alabama’s final score.

After Watson and walk-on
Hunter Renfrow hooked up for
two touchdowns to give Clem-
son a 14-7 lead at the end of
the first quarter, Henry tied it
up with a 1-yard plunge.

Back and forth it went.
Alabama had never been

challenged like this in a cham-
pionship game under Saban.

Alabama pulled away from
Texas for Saban’s first Tide
title to end the 2009 season. Al-
abama blanked LSU for the
next in 2011 and crushed
Notre Dame to repeat in 2012.
Trying to become the first FBS
team to go 15-0, Clemson did
not crumble under the force of
Alabama’s might.

But all those five-star re-
cruits and future NFL players
that dot the Alabama roster
showed they also have plenty
of resiliency and toughness.
And Saban, the quintessential
CEO coach, showed he had a
little riverboat gambler in him.

That onside kicked stunned
the stadium and Clemson, and
brought a big grin to the face of
the country’s most serious
coach.

The Tide will send another
batch of players to the NFL
this year, as Saban always
does. There is another wave
ready to roll.

“I think as long as he’s in Al-
abama,” Coker said, “Alabama
is going to be up at the top.”

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Alabama’s O.J. Howard leaves Clemson players in his wake on his way to the end zone on a
63-yard touchdown reception from Jake Coker. Howard caught five passes for 208 yards and
two touchdowns in the 45-40 win.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF SEMIFINAL: NO. 2 ALABAMA 38, NO. 3 MICHIGAN STATE 0

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas — The loss still
stung. It burned Alabama so badly to be
beaten in the College Football Playoff
semifinals last year that the Crimson
Tide was determined to handle its
business differently this time
around.

The players said they were
more focused and promised to be
more prepared, more precise in
their execution and more relent-
less in their effort.

Nick Saban said he saw some-
thing in his team coming into
the Cotton Bowl that he had
never seen before. Michigan State
claimed it was ready for a 15-round
brawl, but the Tide knocked out the
Spartans early on Thursday night like a
nonconference cupcake.

No. 2 Alabama 38, No. 3 Michigan
State 0.

Alabama (13-1) will face No. 1 Clem-
son (14-0) on Jan. 11 in Arizona looking
for its fourth national title in nine sea-
sons under Saban.

“I think last year when we came to this
game, we were just happy to take part in
the game,” Saban said. “I think this year
we wanted to sort of take the game and
really thought our guys had a vision of
what they wanted and everybody paid
the price for what they had to do in
preparation.”

The Tide took it but not the way it had
done for so much of this season — at
least offensively. Instead of pounding
away at a Michigan State defense that
was stacked to stop Heisman Trophy
winner Derrick Henry from running
wild, Alabama aired it out.

Jake Coker played the game of his ca-
reer, hooking up with Calvin Ridley for
two touchdowns, and going 25 for 30 for
a career-best 286 yards. Conventional
wisdom on beating Alabama was to take
away the run and make Coker, the prom-
ising Florida State transfer who sat the
bench most of last season, win the game.

Clemson might have to come up with
a new plan.

“He’s a great quarterback, he’s a great
leader, and he can make things happen
when we need them,” receiver ArDarius
Stewart said.

The Tide looked like a team with no

weaknesses against overmatched Michi-
gan State (12-2). The freshman Ridley
was brilliant, streaking by defenders on
deep throws and outfighting them on
jump balls. He caught eight passes for
138 yards. Jonathan Allen and the fero-

cious Tide defensive front sacked
Connor Cook four times and al-
lowed the Spartans only one trip
into the red zone — which ended
with Cyrus Jones intercepting a
pass at the goal line.

Jones added a high-stepping
57-yard punt return touchdown
for the Tide, which hardly even
had to use the 242-pound
Henry. 

He ran 20 times for 75 yards
and scored two touchdowns. The last
made it 38-0 halfway through the fourth
quarter. The celebration at that point
was pretty tame on the Alabama side-
line.

The ‘Bama fans were having fun,
though, breaking out the “S-E-C!” chant
and singing along to “Sweet Home Ala-
bama” with that familiar “Roll Tide
Roll!” AT&T Stadium in North Texas —
where Alabama started its season by
blowing out a Big Ten team (Wisconsin)
— had turned into Tuscaloosa west.
Happy New Year, indeed.

“This is a special team that I couldn’t
be prouder of,” Coker said.

The Tide is the only team to be playing
in the College Football Playoff each of its
first two seasons.

Last season the Crimson Tide couldn’t
get past the semifinals, upset by Ohio
State in the Sugar Bowl. Heading into
another game as a big favorite against
the Big Ten champions, the Tide players
said all week that the focus was better
and their attitude more serious.

“This is no surprise,” Allen said. “We
had great practices every day. We worked
our butts off and this is what you get
when you work hard.”

The Tide players talked about how
some players were too concerned about
where they would be drafted or partying
on Bourbon Street last season. In chilly
Dallas there was nothing to do but prac-
tice and that was fine by them. The play-
ers set the curfews this week. In by
midnight the first two days in town and
by 11 p.m. the last two.

“Maybe we were a little bit too compla-
cent, and I take responsibility for all

that,” Saban said about last year’s game.
“The whole time we were here, it was
total focus on winning the game.”

Michigan State embraced its role as
the underdog and came in expecting to
slug it out with the Tide. The Spartans
offensive line watched video of the 1971
Ali-Frazier fight to prepare.

“If we were sitting in here and we lost
by five points, people might be saying
nice things about you a little bit more
but we wouldn’t feel any better,” Michi-
gan State coach Mark Dantonio said.

Alabama broke through in the second

quarter by going deep to Ridley for 50
yards to the 1. Running behind the
blocks of defensive linemen A’Shawn
Robinson and Jarran Reed, Henry
punched it in for his SEC-record break-
ing 24th touchdown, and with 5:36 left in
the first half it was 7-0 Tide.

It felt like more.
“It was like they didn’t want to take on

any blockers on,” Reed said. “I think they
were scared.”

It would only get worse. It was Ala-
bama at its best and it looked downright
terrifying to be on the other end.

‘Bama heads to title game after rout
Coker has career game against MSU

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Alabama football players hoist the Cotton Bowl trophy after beating Michigan
State 38-0 in the College Football Playoff semifinal game in Arlington, Texas.
With the win, Alabama advanced to the championship game.



By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Step aside, Bear.
There’s a new legend in Tuscaloosa.
At the risk of stirring up the everlast-

ing wrath of the Houndstooth Nation,
Nick Saban locked up the title as the
greatest coach in college football history
with his fourth national title in seven
years Monday night.

And, yes, that includes Bear Bryant.
If there were any doubts about Saban’s

genius — and how could there be? —he
pulled off one of the gutsiest calls you’ll
ever see with another championship
hanging in the balance.

Alabama, which was manhandled
much of the second half by top-ranked
Clemson, had just tied it at 24-all on
Adam Griffith’s field goal with 10:34 re-
maining in an instant classic of a con-
test.

The crowd of more than 75,000 settled
back into its seats, eagerly anticipating
what the response would be from De-
shaun Watson and the Tigers.

Saban wouldn’t give them the chance.
Instead, he called for Griffith to pooch

the kickoff toward the Clemson bench,
the ball traveling no more than 15 yards.
Marlon Humphrey, a freshman defensive
back from suburban Birmingham, ran up
under it without breaking stride, with no
one from the orange-clad Tigers around.

Humphrey couldn’t take it any farther.
It didn’t matter. Alabama ball.
Two plays after Alabama recovered the

onside kick, Coker launched a pass down
the middle of the field. O.J. Howard
hauled it in — again with no one
around— for a 51-yard touchdown that
put Alabama ahead to stay. The Tide
went on to a 45-40 victory.

With that, Saban’s legacy was assured.
The best ever.
He is tied with Frank Leahy for the

second-most coaching titles as deter-
mined by The Associated Press. Throw in
a fifth that Saban won at LSU — a BCS
crown that is every bit as a legitimate,
even though it was shared with AP
champ Southern Cal — and he’s in hal-
lowed territory.

“I mean, that’s an incredible accom-
plishment,” Clemson coach Dabo Swin-
ney said. “It’s really hard to win one.”

Bryant is the only coach with five AP
titles. He won them all at Alabama over
a 19-season span, showing an impressive
ability to adapt to the changing times by
winning the first three in the 1960s with
all-white teams while his state was em-
broiled in the civil rights movement, the
last two after switching to the wishbone
offense and recruiting a large number of
African-American players.

Saban has piled up five titles in the
last 13 seasons, at two different schools,
even while spending two ill-fated years
with the NFL’s Miami Dolphins. 

A couple of days ago, Saban refused to
put himself in the same league as
Bryant. He rightfully acknowledged the
Bear’s enormous role in making Alabama
what it is today, establishing the sort of
tradition and image that, in some re-
spects, made things a bit easier for those
that came afterward.

Then again, every coach who followed
the Bear, with the notable exception of
Gene Stallings, was overwhelmed by
Bryant’s legacy. Ray Perkins. Bill Curry.
Mike DuBose. Dennis Franchione. Mike
Price (who didn’t even make it to his first
game). Mike Shula.

Not Saban.
He took over a program in tatters in

2007, spent a year rebuilding it, and
quickly restored the Tide to not just na-
tional prominence, but national domi-
nance.

A perfect regular season in 2008, only
to lose to eventual national champion
Florida in the Southeastern Conference
title game. A national title in 2009. Back-
to-back crowns in 2011 and ‘12. Another
title run snuffed out by Auburn’s improb-
able “Kick Six” touchdown in the 2013
Iron Bowl. A loss to eventual national
champion Ohio State in the first playoff
semifinals a year ago.

And, now, a fourth title with the Tide.
Just don’t expect him to spend any

time reflecting on where he’s been. Not
long after he gets back to T-Town, it will
be time to start thinking about next sea-
son.

We’ll give props to Leahy, who won his
four AP titles over a seven-year span —
but actually only coached five of those
years, spending the 1944 and ‘45 seasons
in the Navy during World War II.

But those were different times, with
Notre Dame and a handful of schools to-
tally ruling the landscape. The Fighting
Irish were rarely challenged during their
dominating run, going four straight sea-
sons without losing a game.

Again, the nod goes to Saban.
You don’t have to call him Bear.
Just call him The Greatest.
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With latest title, Saban claims place in history

AP Photo

Alabama head coach Nick Saban poses with the championship trophy dur-
ing a news conference for the NCAA college football playoff championship
on Jan. 12 in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

“I mean, that’s an incredible
accomplishment. It’s really
hard to win one.”

- Clemson football coach
Dabo Swinney on Nick Saban’s

four titles in seven years

Daily Mountain Eagle photos by Lee Walls

Above, Alabama’s Dalvin Tomlinson (54) pressures Clemson QB Deshaun
Watson (4) during the CFP championship game in Arilington, Texas. Below,
Alabama defenders bring down Clemson’s Artavis Scott (3).



The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The confetti
fell on another Alabama cham-
pionship, just not the one the
Crimson Tide really
wants.

Likely to be next up:
the College Football
Playoff.

With a Heisman
Trophy-worthy per-
formance from Derrick
Henry and another dose
of dominating defense, No. 2 Al-
abama likely cruised into the
four-team playoff with a 29-15
victory over No. 18 Florida in
the Southeastern Conference
championship game Saturday.

The Tide became the first
team since Tennessee in 1998
to win two straight SEC titles -
- an impressive achievement in-
deed.

But the only way this season
will be considered a true suc-
cess is Alabama claiming an-
other national title.

That’s the standard Nick
Saban has set in Tuscaloosa.

“As tight as this group is and
how hard we play together and
how we have each other’s
backs, I’m real confident in this
team,” quarterback Jake Coker
said. “I think we can do what-
ever we want to do, based on
how we practice and prepare.
It’s going to be an exciting play-
off.”

Alabama’s title hopes were
on the ropes in mid-September
when five turnovers allowed
Mississippi to pull off a 43-37
upset at Bryant-Denny Sta-
dium. The Tide (12-1) bounced
back to win 10 straight games,
likely earning a spot in the na-
tional semifinals at either the
College Football Playoff
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic
or College Football Playoff Cap-
ital One Orange Bowl on New
Year’s Eve.

A year ago, the Tide played in
the inaugural playoff but were

upset by eventual national
champion Ohio State in the
Sugar Bowl.

Saban, who said he even had
questions about his team after

the Ole Miss loss,
gushed over how the
Crimson Tide re-
bounded.

“I’m very proud of
this team,” said Saban,
who already has three
national titles as the

Tide’s coach and needs
two more wins for his fourth.
“They wanted to do something
special. And probably more
than any other time I’ve ever
coached, I wanted to see these
guys succeed.”

Henry capped his Heisman
campaign with a flourish, rush-
ing for 189 bruising yards on a
staggering 44 carries against
one of the nation’s top defenses.
Coker turned in just the sort of
performance that the Tide
needed out of its quarterback --
18 of 26 completions for 204
yards, including a pair of touch-
downs. The defense was too
much for Florida’s maligned of-
fense, which managed only 3
yards of offense in the second
and third quarters.

Florida, an 18-point under-
dog, briefly grabbed a 7-2 lead
on Antonio Callaway’s 85-yard
punt return for a touchdown
early in the second quarter.

Alabama dominated from
there.

Henry came into the game as
a Heisman favorite and cer-
tainly did nothing to hurt his
chances with an MVP showing.
He put Alabama ahead to stay
on a 2-yard run late in the first
half, and looked as fresh at the
end of the game as he did at the
beginning.

He tied the SEC record for
touchdowns in a season (23)
and eclipsed Herschel Walker’s
34-year-old conference mark for
rushing yards in a year, push-
ing his total to 1,986 with likely

at least one more game still to
come.

The expected defensive
slugfest — both teams were
among the nation’s leaders in
numerous categories — played
out in the first half, though Al-
abama clearly had the superior
team. The Tide led just 12-7 at
the break, scoring a safety off a
blocked punt, settling for a field
goal after a long drive, and
turning it over deep in Florida
territory.

But the Gators (10-3, No. 18
AP), simply couldn’t muster
enough offense to make a game
of it. There were dropped
passes, wobbly passes and not
even the hint of a running
game. Their only offensive score
came on Treon Harris’ 46-yard
pass to C.J. Worton with about
5 minutes remaining.

Harris was 9-of-24 for 165
yards with one interception.
The Gators were held to 21
yards rushing.

The Tide complemented its
pound-and-ground offense with
a couple of huge passing plays.
Calvin Ridley leaped between
two Florida defenders to pull
down a 55-yard pass at the
Florida 2, setting up Henry’s
touchdown. ArDarius Stewart
made an even more spectacular
grab in the third quarter, going
up in traffic to snare a 32-yard
scoring pass before flipping to
the turf on his head.

Stewart hopped right back
up.

No one was keeping this
team down.

Coker finished off the Gators
with a 9-yard touchdown pass
to Richard Mullaney with 8:50
remaining.

The defense turned in quite a
performance for coordinator
Kirby Smart, who is expected to
be named head coach at Geor-
gia in the next few days. But
whatever happens with Smart,
Alabama’s defense still has
some goals left to achieve.
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GAME 1: NO. 3 ALABAMA 35, NO. 20 WISCONSIN 17

Henry, Coker lead Tide
past Badgers in opener
By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas — Derrick Henry
is transitioning into the role as the fea-
tured back for No. 3 Alabama, and Jake
Coker got the first shot as the new start-
ing quarterback.

With Henry and Coker leading the
way, the Crimson Tide got another big
season-opening win in the NFL stadium
where their last championship season
began.

Henry ran for 147 yards and three
touchdowns and Coker threw for 213
yards and a score while playing late into
the third quarter in a 35-17 victory over
No. 20 Wisconsin on Saturday night.

“Offensively, we started a little bit
slow, that was kind of the plan, not put
too much on the quarterback,” coach
Nick Saban said. “When we opened it up
and created some balance, I thought
Jake played really well. Obviously, Der-
rick Henry did a nice job.”

The AdvoCare Classic was played in
the Dallas Cowboys’ stadium where the
first College Football Playoff champi-
onship game was played last January.

Alabama didn’t make it that far, losing
in a national semifinal to eventual na-
tional champion Ohio State, which had
beaten Wisconsin 59-0 in the Big Ten
championship game.

After a quarterback competition

throughout camp that may not be set-
tled, Coker got the starting nod. He com-
pleted 15 of 21 passes for 213 yards. His
17-yard TD pass to Robert Foster in the
second quarter broke a 7-7 tie and put
the Tide ahead to stay.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jason Clark

Alabama QB Jake Coker tries to es-
cape a Wisconsin defender.

GAME 2: NO 2 ALABAMA 37, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 10

Second-ranked ‘Bama rolls 
past overmatched MTSU
The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA — Jake Coker passed for 214 yards in the first half and Derrick
Henry ran for three touchdowns to lead No. 2 Alabama to a 37-10 victory over Mid-
dle Tennessee on Saturday.

The Crimson Tide (2-0) started slowly against the five-touchdown underdogs min-
utes after rival No. 6 Auburn eked out an overtime win over FCS team Jacksonville
State. There was no such scare at Bryant-Denny Stadium, though.

Coker started for the second straight game and gave no indication he’s going to
yield the job to Cooper Bateman, who played the second half against the Blue
Raiders (1-1). Coker was 15 of 26 passing with a touchdown but also was inter-
cepted. Henry has three TDs in each of Alabama’s first two games and gained 96
yards. Backfield mate Kenyan Drake set up one TD with a 69-yard catch and run
and scored on a 14-yard pass from Bateman.

SEC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: NO. 2 ALABAMA 29, NO. 18 FLORIDA 15

Tide repeats as SEC champions

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jason Clark

Alabama’s Derrick Henry rushes against Florida in the SEC
Championship Game at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Henry
rushed for 189 yards and a touchdown on 44 carries in the
Tide’s 29-15 victory. 

Henry rushes for 189 yards on 44 carries
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GAME 3: NO. 15 OLE MISS 43, NO. 2 ALABAMA 37

Kelly, Ole Miss hand Tide only loss
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA — With a desperation
fling and an array of big plays, Chad
Kelly and No. 15 Mississippi ended a
quarter century of futility at Bryant-
Denny Stadium.

Kelly completed a deflected 66-yard
touchdown pass and added two more
long ones in the fourth quarter, and the
Rebels held on to beat No. 2 Alabama
43-37 on Saturday night.

The Rebels (3-0, 1-0 Southeastern
Conference) left the topsy-turvy game
with their first victory in Bryant-Denny
Stadium since 1988, and second straight
in a one-sided series. The Crimson Tide
(2-1, 0-1) had been 25-1 in Tuscaloosa
against Ole Miss and had never lost two
straight in the series.

Both games went down to the wire
and were settled with the help of Rebels
interceptions.

The Rebels made two final defensive
stands, the first when Tony Bridges in-
tercepted a deep ball from Jake Coker,
who came off the bench to lead a come-

back from a 30-10 deficit. Ole Miss
scored 24 points off five Alabama
turnovers. Kelly delivered big play after
big play following an ineffective first

half, none wilder than a fling and a
prayer in the third quarter, a 66-yard
deflection caught by Quincy Adeboyejo
for a touchdown.

Kelly bobbled a high snap and lofted
the ball toward a crowd as he was going
down before a swarm of Tide defenders.
Adeboyejo grabbed a deflected ball and
raced toward the end zone in front of Al-
abama’s student section.

“That happened in my prayer time
today,” Freeze said. “That’s the only
thing I can say about that.”

Kelly added a 73-yarder to Cody Core
and a 24-yarder to Laquon Treadwell.
Kelly passed for 341 yards and three
touchdowns after producing just 36
yards through the air in the first half.

Alabama had won 17 straight at home
coming into the game to tie Baylor for
the longest active streak in FBS, an-
other milestone snapped by a feisty Ole
Miss team that’s established itself as an
SEC contender under Freeze.

Coker came up with big plays, and big
mistakes. He led two touchdown drives
in a span of 2:03 late in the fourth quar-
ter, aided by an onside kick. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Ole Miss’ Trae Elston returns an in-
terception against Alabama.

GAME 4: NO. 12 ALABAMA 34,
LOUISIANA-MONROE 0

‘Bama has no
trouble in rout
of La-Monroe
The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA —  Alabama’s defense
rebounded with a vintage performance
while Jake Coker and the offense over-
came a sputtering start.

Coker threw three touchdown passes
in the 12th-ranked Crimson Tide’s 34-0
win Saturday over Louisiana-Monroe,
and a defense victimized for some big
plays in a loss to No. 3 Mississippi al-
lowed just 92 yards.

The Warhawks (1-2) didn’t have a
first down in the first 23 minutes and
were held to 9 yards rushing. They lost
51-14 to the Bulldogs three weeks ear-
lier. 

This one seemed out of reach by the
time Alabama went up 14-0 in the sec-
ond quarter. The Tide racked up six
sacks and two interceptions.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Hal Yeager

Alabama wide receiver ArDarius Stewart (13) catches a
touchdown pass as Auburn defensive backs Carlton
Davis (18) and Stephen Roberts (14) defend in the sec-
ond half of Alabama’s 29-13 Iron Bowl win.

NO. 2 ALABAMA 29, AUBURN 13

Alabama claims SEC West
crown with win at Auburn
The Associated Press

AUBURN —  Adam Griffith
created another indelible Iron
Bowl memory, this one for a flaw-
less performance.

Griffith emerged as an Iron
Bowl hero for the Tide (11-1, 7-1
Southeastern Conference) two
years after his last play attempt
touched off the Tigers’ winning
Kick Six play. Griffith kicked five
field goals to help propel the
Crimson Tide to the SEC West
title with a 29-13 victory over
rival Auburn on Saturday.

He’ll leave dwelling on the
past to others.

“I feel like everybody is talking
about that too much, the Kick
Six,” Griffith said. “That’s two
years ago. It happened. I wasn’t
thinking about that at all.”

Derrick Henry, meanwhile,
continued laboring as No. 2 Al-
abama’s tireless leading man. He
ran a school-record 46 times for
271 yards against Auburn (6-6,
2-6), the third-most in a game for
a ‘Bama back and the most
against the Tigers.

The Heisman Trophy candi-
date produced his fourth 200-
yard game of the season against
an SEC defense. He helped put it
away with 19 runs in the fourth
quarter, then extended his
school-record streak of games
with a rushing touchdown to 17
in the final minute.

Henry broke Trent Richard-
son’s single-season rushing
mark and had carries on 14 con-
secutive plays at the end.

“He’s the go-to guy,” Tide coach
Nick Saban said. “He didn’t want

to come out. He wanted to go.”
The Tigers stayed close into

the fourth, aided by Jason
Smith’s 77-yard touchdown
catch in the third quarter which
he twice tipped back to himself.

Alabama’s win also didn’t
come without a fight against
Auburn.

Jake Coker completed 17 of 26
passes for 179 yards, including a
34-yard touchdown to ArDarius
Stewart in the third quarter
after eluding two defenders.

Auburn bounced right back
with Smith’s improbable but
eerily familiar touchdown catch.
Smith tipped the deep ball from
Jeremy Johnson into the air
twice with his right hand before
collecting it and racing to the
end zone for the Tigers’ longest
pass play of the season. 
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GAME 5: NO. 13 ALABAMA 38, NO. 8 GEORGIA 10

Alabama routs Georgia
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. — With its season in the bal-
ance, No. 13 Alabama had quite a response on
Saturday.

The Crimson Tide is still
very much a force in the na-
tional race.

Jake Coker ran the offense
to perfection, the defense
turned in a dominating per-
formance, and No. 13 Alabama
even got a touchdown from its special teams in
a 38-10 rout of No. 8 Georgia.

Alabama (4-1, 1-1 Southeastern Conference)
jumped ahead 24-3 at halftime and iced the vic-
tory on Georgia’s first offensive play of the sec-
ond half. Eddie Jackson intercepted a pass from
the Bulldogs’ second quarterback, Brice Ram-
sey, and returned it 50 yards for a touchdown.

After a discouraging, five-turnover loss to
Mississippi in its SEC opener two weeks ago,
the Tide looked more like itself on a rainy day
between the hedges.

The Tide scored touchdowns on offense, de-
fense and in the kicking game.

Coker, with an assist from Lane Kiffin’s play-

calling, completed 11 of 16 for 190 yards, passed
for one touchdown, and ran for another. Derrick
Henry rushed for 148 yards and scored on a 30-
yard run that put Alabama ahead to stay mid-
way through the second quarter.

Georgia (4-1, 2-1) yanked starting quarter-
back Greyson Lambert late in the first half, but
it didn’t matter. He even went back in after
Ramsey threw his second interception.

After completing 33 of 35 passes in the previ-
ous two games against South Carolina and FCS
opponent Southern University, Lambert was 10
of 24 for 86 yards and an interception on his
final throw. 

With the game tied at 3, Henry burst un-
touched through the middle of the line to cap an
eight-play, 76-yard drive. The Tide was just get-
ting warmed up. Minkah Fitzpatrick darted
through the line to block a Georgia punt, the
ball bouncing right into his arms at the 1 for an
easy touchdown. 

Then offensive coordinator Kiffin went for the
jugular on his team’s very next play. Coker
sucked in the defense with play action and
launched a 45-yard touchdown to Calvin Ridley,
hitting the freshman receiver right in stride
down the middle of the field.

GAME 6: NO. 8 ALABAMA 27, ARKANSAS 14

Ridley TD sparks Tide
in win over Arkansas
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA  — Calvin Ri-
dley caught an 81-yard touch-
down pass from Jake Coker and
No. 8 Alabama rode its swarming
defense to a 27-14 win over
Arkansas on Saturday night.

Stymied by early mistakes, the
Crimson Tide (5-1, 2-1 South-
eastern Conference) scored 24
points over the final 17 minutes
after trailing at halftime. The
Razorbacks (2-4, 1-2) couldn’t do
more than flirt with the upset
despite two Alabama intercep-
tions and a pair of missed field
goals.

The Tide held Alex Collins to
26 rushing yards and added
three sacks and an interception.

Coker was twice intercepted
on deep balls in the first half but
finished 24 of 33 for 262 yards

with a pair of touchdowns. 
Derrick Henry ran for 95 yards

on 27 carries and set an Ala-
bama record late with a touch-
down in his 11th consecutive
game. 

Reggie Ragland had a sack,
two quarterback hurries and a
forced fumble to go with eight
tackles.

Alabama has won nine
straight games against the Ra-
zorbacks and six in a row at
home.

This one didn’t come without
nearly three quarters’ worth of
anxious moments.

Alabama’s offense — and
Bryant-Denny Stadium — fi-
nally came to life with one bomb
dialed in by Lane Kiffin. That
started a 17-point flurry over a
6-minute, 32-second span for an
offense that had been repeatedly
turned away shy of the end zone.

GAME 10: NO. 3 ALABAMA 31, NO. 20 MISSISSIPPI STATE 6

Defense records 9 sacks in
lopsided win over Miss State
The Associated Press

STARKVILLE, Miss. — It wasn’t until the
postgame press conference that Alabama’s Nick
Saban could explain why he
was roaming the sidelines with
a prominent cut and bruise on
his left cheek.

Even the Tide’s longtime
coach couldn’t avoid his team’s
tremendous pass rush.

No. 3 Alabama used a domi-
nant defense — including nine
sacks — to beat No. 20 Missis-
sippi State 31-6 on Saturday
night at Davis Wade Stadium.
Jonathan Allen had a team-
high three sacks. He also inad-
vertently smacked Saban as he
was running out onto the field in the first quar-
ter.

“He’s a tough guy — he’ll be all right,” Allen
said with a grin. “I asked if he was OK and he

said he was good.”
Alabama (9-1, 6-1 Southeastern Conference,

No. 2 CFP) survived its last real test before the
Iron Bowl in two weeks, overcoming a slow start
by scoring three long touchdowns in the second
quarter to beat the Bulldogs (7-3, 3-3, No. 17
CFP) for an eighth straight season.

Derrick Henry ran for 204 yards and two
touchdowns. The Tide won easily despite being
outgained 393 yards to 379.

Alabama struggled on offense during the first
quarter and had just 40 total yards early in the
second. But Cyrus Jones’ 69-yard touchdown on
a punt return — when he reversed field and
broke a few Mississippi State arm tackles —
broke a scoreless tie and jolted the Tide awake
for two more big plays before halftime.

The first was when Jake Coker found Calvin
Ridley on a short pass. The 6-foot-1, 188-pound
freshman used a nifty move at midfield to shake
a Mississippi State defender and then sprinted
for a 60-yard touchdown, pushing the Tide ahead
14-0.

Nick
Saban

GAME 11: NO. 3 ALABAMA 56, 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 6

Tide makes quick work
of Charleston Southern
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA — Cyrus Jones returned two punts for touch-
downs and Derrick Henry also scored twice as No. 3 Alabama
romped past Charleston Southern 56-6 Saturday.

The Crimson Tide (10-1, No. 2 CFP) led 49-0 by halftime against
the Buccaneers (9-2), who are bound for the FCS playoffs. Ala-
bama is hoping to join them in the FBS version and can clinch an
SEC West title with a win next week at Auburn.

Jones scored on returns of 43 and 72 yards. He’s the only Ala-
bama player to score twice on punt returns, according to school
records dating to 1944. He’s also the first Tide player to have
touchdowns on punt returns in consecutive games.

Henry tied Trent Richardson’s Alabama single-season record of
21 touchdowns before sitting out the second half. He had nine car-
ries for 68 yards.

The few remaining fans gave a big cheer in the final minutes
after No. 9 Michigan State upset No. 2 Ohio State. The Buckeyes
knocked Alabama from the playoffs last season en route to a na-
tional title.

This game had no such drama, as expected. The 49 first-half
points were the most for the Tide under coach Nick Saban.



By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA — Hit after
hit, run after punishing run,
Derrick Henry and Alabama’s
defense stole the show and
proved they belong squarely in
the College Football Playoff
hunt.

Henry ran for 210 yards and
three touchdowns and the sev-
enth-ranked Crimson Tide’s un-
relenting defense smothered
Leonard Fournette in a 30-16
victory over No. 4 LSU on Sat-
urday night.

The Tide (8-1, 5-1 Southeast-
ern Conference) physically dis-
mantled the previously
unbeaten Tigers (7-1, 4-1). It
was a physical, no-frills per-
formance days after some ques-

tioned the team’s No. 4 College
Football Playoff ranking. LSU
came in at No. 2 in the CFP
ranking and in control of its
own fate.

“I think it shows we’re ready
to play whoever, whenever, and
that we kind of deserve to be in
the College Football Playoff
again,” said Alabama linebacker
Dillon Lee, who had a key sec-
ond-half interception.

Henry led the way with 38
carries in a game where he took
second billing only until game
time. The nation’s leading
rusher, Fournette gained only
31 yards on 19 carries. His pre-
vious season low was 154 yards
against Western Kentucky.

It’s a comparison that didn’t
interest Henry.

“Too much talk about Four-

nette and me,” he said. “I’m just
trying to win with the Crimson
Tide.”

Alabama’s SEC title chances
got a boost about an hour before
kickoff when Arkansas beat No.
19 Mississippi 53-52 in over-
time. The Rebels are the only
team to have beaten the Tide,
which got an even bigger jolt
from its performance.

Fournette didn’t get much
help from the rest of the offense
and the Tigers were outgained
434-182 in total yards. LSU
came in averaging 309 rushing
yards and finished with 54.

“We didn’t play perfectly but I
thought it was really important
that we could control the line of
scrimmage on both sides of the
ball, and we did a really good
job of that,” Tide coach Nick

Saban said.
LSU quarterback Brandon

Harris, fresh from a third
straight 200-yard game, made a

few big plays but couldn’t sus-
tain anything. He was 6 of 19
for 128 yards with a TD and his
first interception of the season.
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Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Alabama receiver Calvin Ridley (3) gets away from Tennessee’s Cameron
Sutton (7) during the third quarter of their game at Bryant-Denny Stadium
in Tuscaloosa on Oct. 24. Alabama won 19-14.

GAME 7: NO. 10 ALABAMA 41, NO. 9 TEXAS A&M 23

Tide returns 3 INTs for
TDs in rout of Aggies
The Associated Press

COLLEGE STATION, Texas —
Alabama kept scoring on passes
-- all thrown by Texas A&M.

Quarterback Jake Coker was
just fine with that.

“Three touchdowns defensively
is hard to beat,” he said. “I will
take that any day.”

Derrick Henry ran for a career-
high 236 yards and two scores,
and No. 10 Alabama added a
school-record three touchdowns
on interception returns to get a
41-23 win over No. 9 Texas A&M
on Saturday.

Alabama (6-1, 3-1 SEC) built a
28-6 lead in the second quarter,
thanks to 55- and 6-yard touch-
down runs by Henry and inter-
ception returns of 33 and 93
yards. 

Christian Kirk returned a punt
68 yards for a score just before

halftime, and Texas A&M (5-1, 2-
1) added another touchdown on a
3-yard reception by Ricky Seals-
Jones after a fumble early in the
third to cut it to 28-20.

But Alabama kicked two field
goals before Minkah Fitz-
patrick’s 55-yard interception re-
turn for a score, his second of the
day, made it 41-23 and sealed the
victory. 

Kyle Allen, who entered the
game having thrown 79 passes
without an interception, was 20
of 40 for 263 yards with a touch-
down and a career-high three in-
terceptions. The Aggies got
within 34-23 with a 36-yard field
goal with about eight minutes
left. They were driving again
after a stop on defense when
Fitzpatrick became the first
player in Alabama history to re-
turn two interceptions for touch-
downs in a game.

GAME 8: NO. 8 ALABAMA 19, TENNESSEE 14

No. 8 Alabama survives
scare against Tennessee
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA — Derrick Henry and Ala-
bama only dominated the last few minutes,
when their national champi-
onship hopes were hanging
by a thread.

It was just enough. Henry
scored on a 14-yard run with
2:24 left and the eighth-
ranked Crimson Tide held on
for a 19-14 victory over Ten-
nessee on Saturday with an overpowering fin-
ish in a game that was precariously close.

Henry was barely touched on his second
touchdown of the game, though the 2-point
pass from Jake Coker failed. Then it was the
defense’s turn.

Alabama (7-1, 4-1 Southeastern Conference)
recorded two straight sacks and Ryan Ander-
son knocked the ball loose from Joshua Dobbs
to preserve the win.

The Tide got plenty of help, with Tennessee
(3-4, 1-3) missing three long field goal at-
tempts. 

“They just found a way to win, because we
didn’t play that great,” Tide coach Nick Saban
said.

The Volunteers took the lead on Jalen Hurd’s
12-yard scoring run with 5:49 left. Alabama
overwhelmed the 15-point underdogs from
there. Coker moved Alabama downfield thanks
to athletic catches by ArDarius Stewart and
Calvin Ridley.  

Ridley made a leaping grab for a 15-yarder
on third and 6 from the Vols’ 40.Then Coker
turned it over to Henry, who continued a hot
streak with 28 carries for 143 yards.

Dobbs and Tennessee managed a first down
before the sacks. Anderson jarred the ball loose
and A’Shawn Robinson recovered it one-
handed on the second one and rambled a few
yards toward the end zone before getting top-
pled while ex-Vols quarterback Peyton Man-
ning watched stunned from the sidelines.

AP Photo

Derrick Henry (2) of the Alabama Crimson Tide rushes
against Jalen Mills (28) of the LSU Tigers during their game
at Bryant-Denny Stadium on Nov. 7. 

GAME 9: NO. 7 ALABAMA 30, NO. 4 LSU 16

Derrick Henry rushes for 210
yards, 3 TDs in signature win 



By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer
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Derrick Henry and Alabama’s
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the College Football Playoff
hunt.

Henry ran for 210 yards and
three touchdowns and the sev-
enth-ranked Crimson Tide’s un-
relenting defense smothered
Leonard Fournette in a 30-16
victory over No. 4 LSU on Sat-
urday night.

The Tide (8-1, 5-1 Southeast-
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mantled the previously
unbeaten Tigers (7-1, 4-1). It
was a physical, no-frills per-
formance days after some ques-

tioned the team’s No. 4 College
Football Playoff ranking. LSU
came in at No. 2 in the CFP
ranking and in control of its
own fate.

“I think it shows we’re ready
to play whoever, whenever, and
that we kind of deserve to be in
the College Football Playoff
again,” said Alabama linebacker
Dillon Lee, who had a key sec-
ond-half interception.

Henry led the way with 38
carries in a game where he took
second billing only until game
time. The nation’s leading
rusher, Fournette gained only
31 yards on 19 carries. His pre-
vious season low was 154 yards
against Western Kentucky.

It’s a comparison that didn’t
interest Henry.

“Too much talk about Four-

nette and me,” he said. “I’m just
trying to win with the Crimson
Tide.”

Alabama’s SEC title chances
got a boost about an hour before
kickoff when Arkansas beat No.
19 Mississippi 53-52 in over-
time. The Rebels are the only
team to have beaten the Tide,
which got an even bigger jolt
from its performance.

Fournette didn’t get much
help from the rest of the offense
and the Tigers were outgained
434-182 in total yards. LSU
came in averaging 309 rushing
yards and finished with 54.

“We didn’t play perfectly but I
thought it was really important
that we could control the line of
scrimmage on both sides of the
ball, and we did a really good
job of that,” Tide coach Nick

Saban said.
LSU quarterback Brandon

Harris, fresh from a third
straight 200-yard game, made a

few big plays but couldn’t sus-
tain anything. He was 6 of 19
for 128 yards with a TD and his
first interception of the season.
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Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Alabama receiver Calvin Ridley (3) gets away from Tennessee’s Cameron
Sutton (7) during the third quarter of their game at Bryant-Denny Stadium
in Tuscaloosa on Oct. 24. Alabama won 19-14.

GAME 7: NO. 10 ALABAMA 41, NO. 9 TEXAS A&M 23

Tide returns 3 INTs for
TDs in rout of Aggies
The Associated Press

COLLEGE STATION, Texas —
Alabama kept scoring on passes
-- all thrown by Texas A&M.

Quarterback Jake Coker was
just fine with that.

“Three touchdowns defensively
is hard to beat,” he said. “I will
take that any day.”

Derrick Henry ran for a career-
high 236 yards and two scores,
and No. 10 Alabama added a
school-record three touchdowns
on interception returns to get a
41-23 win over No. 9 Texas A&M
on Saturday.

Alabama (6-1, 3-1 SEC) built a
28-6 lead in the second quarter,
thanks to 55- and 6-yard touch-
down runs by Henry and inter-
ception returns of 33 and 93
yards. 

Christian Kirk returned a punt
68 yards for a score just before

halftime, and Texas A&M (5-1, 2-
1) added another touchdown on a
3-yard reception by Ricky Seals-
Jones after a fumble early in the
third to cut it to 28-20.

But Alabama kicked two field
goals before Minkah Fitz-
patrick’s 55-yard interception re-
turn for a score, his second of the
day, made it 41-23 and sealed the
victory. 

Kyle Allen, who entered the
game having thrown 79 passes
without an interception, was 20
of 40 for 263 yards with a touch-
down and a career-high three in-
terceptions. The Aggies got
within 34-23 with a 36-yard field
goal with about eight minutes
left. They were driving again
after a stop on defense when
Fitzpatrick became the first
player in Alabama history to re-
turn two interceptions for touch-
downs in a game.

GAME 8: NO. 8 ALABAMA 19, TENNESSEE 14

No. 8 Alabama survives
scare against Tennessee
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA — Derrick Henry and Ala-
bama only dominated the last few minutes,
when their national champi-
onship hopes were hanging
by a thread.

It was just enough. Henry
scored on a 14-yard run with
2:24 left and the eighth-
ranked Crimson Tide held on
for a 19-14 victory over Ten-
nessee on Saturday with an overpowering fin-
ish in a game that was precariously close.

Henry was barely touched on his second
touchdown of the game, though the 2-point
pass from Jake Coker failed. Then it was the
defense’s turn.

Alabama (7-1, 4-1 Southeastern Conference)
recorded two straight sacks and Ryan Ander-
son knocked the ball loose from Joshua Dobbs
to preserve the win.

The Tide got plenty of help, with Tennessee
(3-4, 1-3) missing three long field goal at-
tempts. 

“They just found a way to win, because we
didn’t play that great,” Tide coach Nick Saban
said.

The Volunteers took the lead on Jalen Hurd’s
12-yard scoring run with 5:49 left. Alabama
overwhelmed the 15-point underdogs from
there. Coker moved Alabama downfield thanks
to athletic catches by ArDarius Stewart and
Calvin Ridley.  

Ridley made a leaping grab for a 15-yarder
on third and 6 from the Vols’ 40.Then Coker
turned it over to Henry, who continued a hot
streak with 28 carries for 143 yards.

Dobbs and Tennessee managed a first down
before the sacks. Anderson jarred the ball loose
and A’Shawn Robinson recovered it one-
handed on the second one and rambled a few
yards toward the end zone before getting top-
pled while ex-Vols quarterback Peyton Man-
ning watched stunned from the sidelines.

AP Photo

Derrick Henry (2) of the Alabama Crimson Tide rushes
against Jalen Mills (28) of the LSU Tigers during their game
at Bryant-Denny Stadium on Nov. 7. 

GAME 9: NO. 7 ALABAMA 30, NO. 4 LSU 16

Derrick Henry rushes for 210
yards, 3 TDs in signature win 
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GAME 5: NO. 13 ALABAMA 38, NO. 8 GEORGIA 10

Alabama routs Georgia
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. — With its season in the bal-
ance, No. 13 Alabama had quite a response on
Saturday.

The Crimson Tide is still
very much a force in the na-
tional race.

Jake Coker ran the offense
to perfection, the defense
turned in a dominating per-
formance, and No. 13 Alabama
even got a touchdown from its special teams in
a 38-10 rout of No. 8 Georgia.

Alabama (4-1, 1-1 Southeastern Conference)
jumped ahead 24-3 at halftime and iced the vic-
tory on Georgia’s first offensive play of the sec-
ond half. Eddie Jackson intercepted a pass from
the Bulldogs’ second quarterback, Brice Ram-
sey, and returned it 50 yards for a touchdown.

After a discouraging, five-turnover loss to
Mississippi in its SEC opener two weeks ago,
the Tide looked more like itself on a rainy day
between the hedges.

The Tide scored touchdowns on offense, de-
fense and in the kicking game.

Coker, with an assist from Lane Kiffin’s play-

calling, completed 11 of 16 for 190 yards, passed
for one touchdown, and ran for another. Derrick
Henry rushed for 148 yards and scored on a 30-
yard run that put Alabama ahead to stay mid-
way through the second quarter.

Georgia (4-1, 2-1) yanked starting quarter-
back Greyson Lambert late in the first half, but
it didn’t matter. He even went back in after
Ramsey threw his second interception.

After completing 33 of 35 passes in the previ-
ous two games against South Carolina and FCS
opponent Southern University, Lambert was 10
of 24 for 86 yards and an interception on his
final throw. 

With the game tied at 3, Henry burst un-
touched through the middle of the line to cap an
eight-play, 76-yard drive. The Tide was just get-
ting warmed up. Minkah Fitzpatrick darted
through the line to block a Georgia punt, the
ball bouncing right into his arms at the 1 for an
easy touchdown. 

Then offensive coordinator Kiffin went for the
jugular on his team’s very next play. Coker
sucked in the defense with play action and
launched a 45-yard touchdown to Calvin Ridley,
hitting the freshman receiver right in stride
down the middle of the field.

GAME 6: NO. 8 ALABAMA 27, ARKANSAS 14

Ridley TD sparks Tide
in win over Arkansas
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA  — Calvin Ri-
dley caught an 81-yard touch-
down pass from Jake Coker and
No. 8 Alabama rode its swarming
defense to a 27-14 win over
Arkansas on Saturday night.

Stymied by early mistakes, the
Crimson Tide (5-1, 2-1 South-
eastern Conference) scored 24
points over the final 17 minutes
after trailing at halftime. The
Razorbacks (2-4, 1-2) couldn’t do
more than flirt with the upset
despite two Alabama intercep-
tions and a pair of missed field
goals.

The Tide held Alex Collins to
26 rushing yards and added
three sacks and an interception.

Coker was twice intercepted
on deep balls in the first half but
finished 24 of 33 for 262 yards

with a pair of touchdowns. 
Derrick Henry ran for 95 yards

on 27 carries and set an Ala-
bama record late with a touch-
down in his 11th consecutive
game. 

Reggie Ragland had a sack,
two quarterback hurries and a
forced fumble to go with eight
tackles.

Alabama has won nine
straight games against the Ra-
zorbacks and six in a row at
home.

This one didn’t come without
nearly three quarters’ worth of
anxious moments.

Alabama’s offense — and
Bryant-Denny Stadium — fi-
nally came to life with one bomb
dialed in by Lane Kiffin. That
started a 17-point flurry over a
6-minute, 32-second span for an
offense that had been repeatedly
turned away shy of the end zone.

GAME 10: NO. 3 ALABAMA 31, NO. 20 MISSISSIPPI STATE 6

Defense records 9 sacks in
lopsided win over Miss State
The Associated Press

STARKVILLE, Miss. — It wasn’t until the
postgame press conference that Alabama’s Nick
Saban could explain why he
was roaming the sidelines with
a prominent cut and bruise on
his left cheek.

Even the Tide’s longtime
coach couldn’t avoid his team’s
tremendous pass rush.

No. 3 Alabama used a domi-
nant defense — including nine
sacks — to beat No. 20 Missis-
sippi State 31-6 on Saturday
night at Davis Wade Stadium.
Jonathan Allen had a team-
high three sacks. He also inad-
vertently smacked Saban as he
was running out onto the field in the first quar-
ter.

“He’s a tough guy — he’ll be all right,” Allen
said with a grin. “I asked if he was OK and he

said he was good.”
Alabama (9-1, 6-1 Southeastern Conference,

No. 2 CFP) survived its last real test before the
Iron Bowl in two weeks, overcoming a slow start
by scoring three long touchdowns in the second
quarter to beat the Bulldogs (7-3, 3-3, No. 17
CFP) for an eighth straight season.

Derrick Henry ran for 204 yards and two
touchdowns. The Tide won easily despite being
outgained 393 yards to 379.

Alabama struggled on offense during the first
quarter and had just 40 total yards early in the
second. But Cyrus Jones’ 69-yard touchdown on
a punt return — when he reversed field and
broke a few Mississippi State arm tackles —
broke a scoreless tie and jolted the Tide awake
for two more big plays before halftime.

The first was when Jake Coker found Calvin
Ridley on a short pass. The 6-foot-1, 188-pound
freshman used a nifty move at midfield to shake
a Mississippi State defender and then sprinted
for a 60-yard touchdown, pushing the Tide ahead
14-0.

Nick
Saban

GAME 11: NO. 3 ALABAMA 56, 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 6

Tide makes quick work
of Charleston Southern
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA — Cyrus Jones returned two punts for touch-
downs and Derrick Henry also scored twice as No. 3 Alabama
romped past Charleston Southern 56-6 Saturday.

The Crimson Tide (10-1, No. 2 CFP) led 49-0 by halftime against
the Buccaneers (9-2), who are bound for the FCS playoffs. Ala-
bama is hoping to join them in the FBS version and can clinch an
SEC West title with a win next week at Auburn.

Jones scored on returns of 43 and 72 yards. He’s the only Ala-
bama player to score twice on punt returns, according to school
records dating to 1944. He’s also the first Tide player to have
touchdowns on punt returns in consecutive games.

Henry tied Trent Richardson’s Alabama single-season record of
21 touchdowns before sitting out the second half. He had nine car-
ries for 68 yards.

The few remaining fans gave a big cheer in the final minutes
after No. 9 Michigan State upset No. 2 Ohio State. The Buckeyes
knocked Alabama from the playoffs last season en route to a na-
tional title.

This game had no such drama, as expected. The 49 first-half
points were the most for the Tide under coach Nick Saban.
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GAME 3: NO. 15 OLE MISS 43, NO. 2 ALABAMA 37

Kelly, Ole Miss hand Tide only loss
By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

TUSCALOOSA — With a desperation
fling and an array of big plays, Chad
Kelly and No. 15 Mississippi ended a
quarter century of futility at Bryant-
Denny Stadium.

Kelly completed a deflected 66-yard
touchdown pass and added two more
long ones in the fourth quarter, and the
Rebels held on to beat No. 2 Alabama
43-37 on Saturday night.

The Rebels (3-0, 1-0 Southeastern
Conference) left the topsy-turvy game
with their first victory in Bryant-Denny
Stadium since 1988, and second straight
in a one-sided series. The Crimson Tide
(2-1, 0-1) had been 25-1 in Tuscaloosa
against Ole Miss and had never lost two
straight in the series.

Both games went down to the wire
and were settled with the help of Rebels
interceptions.

The Rebels made two final defensive
stands, the first when Tony Bridges in-
tercepted a deep ball from Jake Coker,
who came off the bench to lead a come-

back from a 30-10 deficit. Ole Miss
scored 24 points off five Alabama
turnovers. Kelly delivered big play after
big play following an ineffective first

half, none wilder than a fling and a
prayer in the third quarter, a 66-yard
deflection caught by Quincy Adeboyejo
for a touchdown.

Kelly bobbled a high snap and lofted
the ball toward a crowd as he was going
down before a swarm of Tide defenders.
Adeboyejo grabbed a deflected ball and
raced toward the end zone in front of Al-
abama’s student section.

“That happened in my prayer time
today,” Freeze said. “That’s the only
thing I can say about that.”

Kelly added a 73-yarder to Cody Core
and a 24-yarder to Laquon Treadwell.
Kelly passed for 341 yards and three
touchdowns after producing just 36
yards through the air in the first half.

Alabama had won 17 straight at home
coming into the game to tie Baylor for
the longest active streak in FBS, an-
other milestone snapped by a feisty Ole
Miss team that’s established itself as an
SEC contender under Freeze.

Coker came up with big plays, and big
mistakes. He led two touchdown drives
in a span of 2:03 late in the fourth quar-
ter, aided by an onside kick. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Ole Miss’ Trae Elston returns an in-
terception against Alabama.

GAME 4: NO. 12 ALABAMA 34,
LOUISIANA-MONROE 0

‘Bama has no
trouble in rout
of La-Monroe
The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA —  Alabama’s defense
rebounded with a vintage performance
while Jake Coker and the offense over-
came a sputtering start.

Coker threw three touchdown passes
in the 12th-ranked Crimson Tide’s 34-0
win Saturday over Louisiana-Monroe,
and a defense victimized for some big
plays in a loss to No. 3 Mississippi al-
lowed just 92 yards.

The Warhawks (1-2) didn’t have a
first down in the first 23 minutes and
were held to 9 yards rushing. They lost
51-14 to the Bulldogs three weeks ear-
lier. 

This one seemed out of reach by the
time Alabama went up 14-0 in the sec-
ond quarter. The Tide racked up six
sacks and two interceptions.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Hal Yeager

Alabama wide receiver ArDarius Stewart (13) catches a
touchdown pass as Auburn defensive backs Carlton
Davis (18) and Stephen Roberts (14) defend in the sec-
ond half of Alabama’s 29-13 Iron Bowl win.

NO. 2 ALABAMA 29, AUBURN 13

Alabama claims SEC West
crown with win at Auburn
The Associated Press

AUBURN —  Adam Griffith
created another indelible Iron
Bowl memory, this one for a flaw-
less performance.

Griffith emerged as an Iron
Bowl hero for the Tide (11-1, 7-1
Southeastern Conference) two
years after his last play attempt
touched off the Tigers’ winning
Kick Six play. Griffith kicked five
field goals to help propel the
Crimson Tide to the SEC West
title with a 29-13 victory over
rival Auburn on Saturday.

He’ll leave dwelling on the
past to others.

“I feel like everybody is talking
about that too much, the Kick
Six,” Griffith said. “That’s two
years ago. It happened. I wasn’t
thinking about that at all.”

Derrick Henry, meanwhile,
continued laboring as No. 2 Al-
abama’s tireless leading man. He
ran a school-record 46 times for
271 yards against Auburn (6-6,
2-6), the third-most in a game for
a ‘Bama back and the most
against the Tigers.

The Heisman Trophy candi-
date produced his fourth 200-
yard game of the season against
an SEC defense. He helped put it
away with 19 runs in the fourth
quarter, then extended his
school-record streak of games
with a rushing touchdown to 17
in the final minute.

Henry broke Trent Richard-
son’s single-season rushing
mark and had carries on 14 con-
secutive plays at the end.

“He’s the go-to guy,” Tide coach
Nick Saban said. “He didn’t want

to come out. He wanted to go.”
The Tigers stayed close into

the fourth, aided by Jason
Smith’s 77-yard touchdown
catch in the third quarter which
he twice tipped back to himself.

Alabama’s win also didn’t
come without a fight against
Auburn.

Jake Coker completed 17 of 26
passes for 179 yards, including a
34-yard touchdown to ArDarius
Stewart in the third quarter
after eluding two defenders.

Auburn bounced right back
with Smith’s improbable but
eerily familiar touchdown catch.
Smith tipped the deep ball from
Jeremy Johnson into the air
twice with his right hand before
collecting it and racing to the
end zone for the Tigers’ longest
pass play of the season. 



The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The confetti
fell on another Alabama cham-
pionship, just not the one the
Crimson Tide really
wants.

Likely to be next up:
the College Football
Playoff.

With a Heisman
Trophy-worthy per-
formance from Derrick
Henry and another dose
of dominating defense, No. 2 Al-
abama likely cruised into the
four-team playoff with a 29-15
victory over No. 18 Florida in
the Southeastern Conference
championship game Saturday.

The Tide became the first
team since Tennessee in 1998
to win two straight SEC titles -
- an impressive achievement in-
deed.

But the only way this season
will be considered a true suc-
cess is Alabama claiming an-
other national title.

That’s the standard Nick
Saban has set in Tuscaloosa.

“As tight as this group is and
how hard we play together and
how we have each other’s
backs, I’m real confident in this
team,” quarterback Jake Coker
said. “I think we can do what-
ever we want to do, based on
how we practice and prepare.
It’s going to be an exciting play-
off.”

Alabama’s title hopes were
on the ropes in mid-September
when five turnovers allowed
Mississippi to pull off a 43-37
upset at Bryant-Denny Sta-
dium. The Tide (12-1) bounced
back to win 10 straight games,
likely earning a spot in the na-
tional semifinals at either the
College Football Playoff
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic
or College Football Playoff Cap-
ital One Orange Bowl on New
Year’s Eve.

A year ago, the Tide played in
the inaugural playoff but were

upset by eventual national
champion Ohio State in the
Sugar Bowl.

Saban, who said he even had
questions about his team after

the Ole Miss loss,
gushed over how the
Crimson Tide re-
bounded.

“I’m very proud of
this team,” said Saban,
who already has three
national titles as the

Tide’s coach and needs
two more wins for his fourth.
“They wanted to do something
special. And probably more
than any other time I’ve ever
coached, I wanted to see these
guys succeed.”

Henry capped his Heisman
campaign with a flourish, rush-
ing for 189 bruising yards on a
staggering 44 carries against
one of the nation’s top defenses.
Coker turned in just the sort of
performance that the Tide
needed out of its quarterback --
18 of 26 completions for 204
yards, including a pair of touch-
downs. The defense was too
much for Florida’s maligned of-
fense, which managed only 3
yards of offense in the second
and third quarters.

Florida, an 18-point under-
dog, briefly grabbed a 7-2 lead
on Antonio Callaway’s 85-yard
punt return for a touchdown
early in the second quarter.

Alabama dominated from
there.

Henry came into the game as
a Heisman favorite and cer-
tainly did nothing to hurt his
chances with an MVP showing.
He put Alabama ahead to stay
on a 2-yard run late in the first
half, and looked as fresh at the
end of the game as he did at the
beginning.

He tied the SEC record for
touchdowns in a season (23)
and eclipsed Herschel Walker’s
34-year-old conference mark for
rushing yards in a year, push-
ing his total to 1,986 with likely

at least one more game still to
come.

The expected defensive
slugfest — both teams were
among the nation’s leaders in
numerous categories — played
out in the first half, though Al-
abama clearly had the superior
team. The Tide led just 12-7 at
the break, scoring a safety off a
blocked punt, settling for a field
goal after a long drive, and
turning it over deep in Florida
territory.

But the Gators (10-3, No. 18
AP), simply couldn’t muster
enough offense to make a game
of it. There were dropped
passes, wobbly passes and not
even the hint of a running
game. Their only offensive score
came on Treon Harris’ 46-yard
pass to C.J. Worton with about
5 minutes remaining.

Harris was 9-of-24 for 165
yards with one interception.
The Gators were held to 21
yards rushing.

The Tide complemented its
pound-and-ground offense with
a couple of huge passing plays.
Calvin Ridley leaped between
two Florida defenders to pull
down a 55-yard pass at the
Florida 2, setting up Henry’s
touchdown. ArDarius Stewart
made an even more spectacular
grab in the third quarter, going
up in traffic to snare a 32-yard
scoring pass before flipping to
the turf on his head.

Stewart hopped right back
up.

No one was keeping this
team down.

Coker finished off the Gators
with a 9-yard touchdown pass
to Richard Mullaney with 8:50
remaining.

The defense turned in quite a
performance for coordinator
Kirby Smart, who is expected to
be named head coach at Geor-
gia in the next few days. But
whatever happens with Smart,
Alabama’s defense still has
some goals left to achieve.
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GAME 1: NO. 3 ALABAMA 35, NO. 20 WISCONSIN 17

Henry, Coker lead Tide
past Badgers in opener
By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas — Derrick Henry
is transitioning into the role as the fea-
tured back for No. 3 Alabama, and Jake
Coker got the first shot as the new start-
ing quarterback.

With Henry and Coker leading the
way, the Crimson Tide got another big
season-opening win in the NFL stadium
where their last championship season
began.

Henry ran for 147 yards and three
touchdowns and Coker threw for 213
yards and a score while playing late into
the third quarter in a 35-17 victory over
No. 20 Wisconsin on Saturday night.

“Offensively, we started a little bit
slow, that was kind of the plan, not put
too much on the quarterback,” coach
Nick Saban said. “When we opened it up
and created some balance, I thought
Jake played really well. Obviously, Der-
rick Henry did a nice job.”

The AdvoCare Classic was played in
the Dallas Cowboys’ stadium where the
first College Football Playoff champi-
onship game was played last January.

Alabama didn’t make it that far, losing
in a national semifinal to eventual na-
tional champion Ohio State, which had
beaten Wisconsin 59-0 in the Big Ten
championship game.

After a quarterback competition

throughout camp that may not be set-
tled, Coker got the starting nod. He com-
pleted 15 of 21 passes for 213 yards. His
17-yard TD pass to Robert Foster in the
second quarter broke a 7-7 tie and put
the Tide ahead to stay.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jason Clark

Alabama QB Jake Coker tries to es-
cape a Wisconsin defender.

GAME 2: NO 2 ALABAMA 37, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 10

Second-ranked ‘Bama rolls 
past overmatched MTSU
The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA — Jake Coker passed for 214 yards in the first half and Derrick
Henry ran for three touchdowns to lead No. 2 Alabama to a 37-10 victory over Mid-
dle Tennessee on Saturday.

The Crimson Tide (2-0) started slowly against the five-touchdown underdogs min-
utes after rival No. 6 Auburn eked out an overtime win over FCS team Jacksonville
State. There was no such scare at Bryant-Denny Stadium, though.

Coker started for the second straight game and gave no indication he’s going to
yield the job to Cooper Bateman, who played the second half against the Blue
Raiders (1-1). Coker was 15 of 26 passing with a touchdown but also was inter-
cepted. Henry has three TDs in each of Alabama’s first two games and gained 96
yards. Backfield mate Kenyan Drake set up one TD with a 69-yard catch and run
and scored on a 14-yard pass from Bateman.

SEC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: NO. 2 ALABAMA 29, NO. 18 FLORIDA 15

Tide repeats as SEC champions

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jason Clark

Alabama’s Derrick Henry rushes against Florida in the SEC
Championship Game at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Henry
rushed for 189 yards and a touchdown on 44 carries in the
Tide’s 29-15 victory. 

Henry rushes for 189 yards on 44 carries



By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Step aside, Bear.
There’s a new legend in Tuscaloosa.
At the risk of stirring up the everlast-

ing wrath of the Houndstooth Nation,
Nick Saban locked up the title as the
greatest coach in college football history
with his fourth national title in seven
years Monday night.

And, yes, that includes Bear Bryant.
If there were any doubts about Saban’s

genius — and how could there be? —he
pulled off one of the gutsiest calls you’ll
ever see with another championship
hanging in the balance.

Alabama, which was manhandled
much of the second half by top-ranked
Clemson, had just tied it at 24-all on
Adam Griffith’s field goal with 10:34 re-
maining in an instant classic of a con-
test.

The crowd of more than 75,000 settled
back into its seats, eagerly anticipating
what the response would be from De-
shaun Watson and the Tigers.

Saban wouldn’t give them the chance.
Instead, he called for Griffith to pooch

the kickoff toward the Clemson bench,
the ball traveling no more than 15 yards.
Marlon Humphrey, a freshman defensive
back from suburban Birmingham, ran up
under it without breaking stride, with no
one from the orange-clad Tigers around.

Humphrey couldn’t take it any farther.
It didn’t matter. Alabama ball.
Two plays after Alabama recovered the

onside kick, Coker launched a pass down
the middle of the field. O.J. Howard
hauled it in — again with no one
around— for a 51-yard touchdown that
put Alabama ahead to stay. The Tide
went on to a 45-40 victory.

With that, Saban’s legacy was assured.
The best ever.
He is tied with Frank Leahy for the

second-most coaching titles as deter-
mined by The Associated Press. Throw in
a fifth that Saban won at LSU — a BCS
crown that is every bit as a legitimate,
even though it was shared with AP
champ Southern Cal — and he’s in hal-
lowed territory.

“I mean, that’s an incredible accom-
plishment,” Clemson coach Dabo Swin-
ney said. “It’s really hard to win one.”

Bryant is the only coach with five AP
titles. He won them all at Alabama over
a 19-season span, showing an impressive
ability to adapt to the changing times by
winning the first three in the 1960s with
all-white teams while his state was em-
broiled in the civil rights movement, the
last two after switching to the wishbone
offense and recruiting a large number of
African-American players.

Saban has piled up five titles in the
last 13 seasons, at two different schools,
even while spending two ill-fated years
with the NFL’s Miami Dolphins. 

A couple of days ago, Saban refused to
put himself in the same league as
Bryant. He rightfully acknowledged the
Bear’s enormous role in making Alabama
what it is today, establishing the sort of
tradition and image that, in some re-
spects, made things a bit easier for those
that came afterward.

Then again, every coach who followed
the Bear, with the notable exception of
Gene Stallings, was overwhelmed by
Bryant’s legacy. Ray Perkins. Bill Curry.
Mike DuBose. Dennis Franchione. Mike
Price (who didn’t even make it to his first
game). Mike Shula.

Not Saban.
He took over a program in tatters in

2007, spent a year rebuilding it, and
quickly restored the Tide to not just na-
tional prominence, but national domi-
nance.

A perfect regular season in 2008, only
to lose to eventual national champion
Florida in the Southeastern Conference
title game. A national title in 2009. Back-
to-back crowns in 2011 and ‘12. Another
title run snuffed out by Auburn’s improb-
able “Kick Six” touchdown in the 2013
Iron Bowl. A loss to eventual national
champion Ohio State in the first playoff
semifinals a year ago.

And, now, a fourth title with the Tide.
Just don’t expect him to spend any

time reflecting on where he’s been. Not
long after he gets back to T-Town, it will
be time to start thinking about next sea-
son.

We’ll give props to Leahy, who won his
four AP titles over a seven-year span —
but actually only coached five of those
years, spending the 1944 and ‘45 seasons
in the Navy during World War II.

But those were different times, with
Notre Dame and a handful of schools to-
tally ruling the landscape. The Fighting
Irish were rarely challenged during their
dominating run, going four straight sea-
sons without losing a game.

Again, the nod goes to Saban.
You don’t have to call him Bear.
Just call him The Greatest.
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With latest title, Saban claims place in history

AP Photo

Alabama head coach Nick Saban poses with the championship trophy dur-
ing a news conference for the NCAA college football playoff championship
on Jan. 12 in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

“I mean, that’s an incredible
accomplishment. It’s really
hard to win one.”

- Clemson football coach
Dabo Swinney on Nick Saban’s

four titles in seven years

Daily Mountain Eagle photos by Lee Walls

Above, Alabama’s Dalvin Tomlinson (54) pressures Clemson QB Deshaun
Watson (4) during the CFP championship game in Arilington, Texas. Below,
Alabama defenders bring down Clemson’s Artavis Scott (3).
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Title From Page 2
raised another trophy, their
first in this new playoff sys-
tem, and got another confetti
shower. It is the Tide’s 11th na-
tional title in the poll era — 10
AP and one coaches’ poll —
and more than any other
school.

Alabama was a unanimous
No. 1 in the final AP poll and
Clemson finished No. 2.

The Tide hit Clemson early
with Henry, who scored the
game’s first touchdown on a
50-yard burst through the mid-
dle. He finished with 158 yards
on 36 carries. Howard was the
offensive player of the game
with five catches for 208 yards,
including a 63-yarder that set
up Alabama’s final score.

After Watson and walk-on
Hunter Renfrow hooked up for
two touchdowns to give Clem-
son a 14-7 lead at the end of
the first quarter, Henry tied it
up with a 1-yard plunge.

Back and forth it went.
Alabama had never been

challenged like this in a cham-
pionship game under Saban.

Alabama pulled away from
Texas for Saban’s first Tide
title to end the 2009 season. Al-
abama blanked LSU for the
next in 2011 and crushed
Notre Dame to repeat in 2012.
Trying to become the first FBS
team to go 15-0, Clemson did
not crumble under the force of
Alabama’s might.

But all those five-star re-
cruits and future NFL players
that dot the Alabama roster
showed they also have plenty
of resiliency and toughness.
And Saban, the quintessential
CEO coach, showed he had a
little riverboat gambler in him.

That onside kicked stunned
the stadium and Clemson, and
brought a big grin to the face of
the country’s most serious
coach.

The Tide will send another
batch of players to the NFL
this year, as Saban always
does. There is another wave
ready to roll.

“I think as long as he’s in Al-
abama,” Coker said, “Alabama
is going to be up at the top.”

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lee Walls

Alabama’s O.J. Howard leaves Clemson players in his wake on his way to the end zone on a
63-yard touchdown reception from Jake Coker. Howard caught five passes for 208 yards and
two touchdowns in the 45-40 win.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF SEMIFINAL: NO. 2 ALABAMA 38, NO. 3 MICHIGAN STATE 0

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas — The loss still
stung. It burned Alabama so badly to be
beaten in the College Football Playoff
semifinals last year that the Crimson
Tide was determined to handle its
business differently this time
around.

The players said they were
more focused and promised to be
more prepared, more precise in
their execution and more relent-
less in their effort.

Nick Saban said he saw some-
thing in his team coming into
the Cotton Bowl that he had
never seen before. Michigan State
claimed it was ready for a 15-round
brawl, but the Tide knocked out the
Spartans early on Thursday night like a
nonconference cupcake.

No. 2 Alabama 38, No. 3 Michigan
State 0.

Alabama (13-1) will face No. 1 Clem-
son (14-0) on Jan. 11 in Arizona looking
for its fourth national title in nine sea-
sons under Saban.

“I think last year when we came to this
game, we were just happy to take part in
the game,” Saban said. “I think this year
we wanted to sort of take the game and
really thought our guys had a vision of
what they wanted and everybody paid
the price for what they had to do in
preparation.”

The Tide took it but not the way it had
done for so much of this season — at
least offensively. Instead of pounding
away at a Michigan State defense that
was stacked to stop Heisman Trophy
winner Derrick Henry from running
wild, Alabama aired it out.

Jake Coker played the game of his ca-
reer, hooking up with Calvin Ridley for
two touchdowns, and going 25 for 30 for
a career-best 286 yards. Conventional
wisdom on beating Alabama was to take
away the run and make Coker, the prom-
ising Florida State transfer who sat the
bench most of last season, win the game.

Clemson might have to come up with
a new plan.

“He’s a great quarterback, he’s a great
leader, and he can make things happen
when we need them,” receiver ArDarius
Stewart said.

The Tide looked like a team with no

weaknesses against overmatched Michi-
gan State (12-2). The freshman Ridley
was brilliant, streaking by defenders on
deep throws and outfighting them on
jump balls. He caught eight passes for
138 yards. Jonathan Allen and the fero-

cious Tide defensive front sacked
Connor Cook four times and al-
lowed the Spartans only one trip
into the red zone — which ended
with Cyrus Jones intercepting a
pass at the goal line.

Jones added a high-stepping
57-yard punt return touchdown
for the Tide, which hardly even
had to use the 242-pound
Henry. 

He ran 20 times for 75 yards
and scored two touchdowns. The last
made it 38-0 halfway through the fourth
quarter. The celebration at that point
was pretty tame on the Alabama side-
line.

The ‘Bama fans were having fun,
though, breaking out the “S-E-C!” chant
and singing along to “Sweet Home Ala-
bama” with that familiar “Roll Tide
Roll!” AT&T Stadium in North Texas —
where Alabama started its season by
blowing out a Big Ten team (Wisconsin)
— had turned into Tuscaloosa west.
Happy New Year, indeed.

“This is a special team that I couldn’t
be prouder of,” Coker said.

The Tide is the only team to be playing
in the College Football Playoff each of its
first two seasons.

Last season the Crimson Tide couldn’t
get past the semifinals, upset by Ohio
State in the Sugar Bowl. Heading into
another game as a big favorite against
the Big Ten champions, the Tide players
said all week that the focus was better
and their attitude more serious.

“This is no surprise,” Allen said. “We
had great practices every day. We worked
our butts off and this is what you get
when you work hard.”

The Tide players talked about how
some players were too concerned about
where they would be drafted or partying
on Bourbon Street last season. In chilly
Dallas there was nothing to do but prac-
tice and that was fine by them. The play-
ers set the curfews this week. In by
midnight the first two days in town and
by 11 p.m. the last two.

“Maybe we were a little bit too compla-
cent, and I take responsibility for all

that,” Saban said about last year’s game.
“The whole time we were here, it was
total focus on winning the game.”

Michigan State embraced its role as
the underdog and came in expecting to
slug it out with the Tide. The Spartans
offensive line watched video of the 1971
Ali-Frazier fight to prepare.

“If we were sitting in here and we lost
by five points, people might be saying
nice things about you a little bit more
but we wouldn’t feel any better,” Michi-
gan State coach Mark Dantonio said.

Alabama broke through in the second

quarter by going deep to Ridley for 50
yards to the 1. Running behind the
blocks of defensive linemen A’Shawn
Robinson and Jarran Reed, Henry
punched it in for his SEC-record break-
ing 24th touchdown, and with 5:36 left in
the first half it was 7-0 Tide.

It felt like more.
“It was like they didn’t want to take on

any blockers on,” Reed said. “I think they
were scared.”

It would only get worse. It was Ala-
bama at its best and it looked downright
terrifying to be on the other end.

‘Bama heads to title game after rout
Coker has career game against MSU
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Alabama football players hoist the Cotton Bowl trophy after beating Michigan
State 38-0 in the College Football Playoff semifinal game in Arlington, Texas.
With the win, Alabama advanced to the championship game.
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CFP CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: NO. 2 ALABAMA 45, NO. 1 CLEMSON 40

Gutsy play leads Tide to title

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — The last
step toward making Alabama’s
run of championships under
Nick Saban the greatest
in college football his-
tory was the toughest.

The Crimson Tide
needed all its power and
speed. It needed all its
talent and steely re-
solve. When that alone
couldn’t do it, it was up
to one gutsy trick to
help win the fourth na-
tional title of the Saban
dynasty.

Derrick Henry, O.J. Howard
and Kenyan Drake hit No. 1
Clemson with long touchdowns,
and No. 2 Alabama outlasted
the dynamic play of Deshaun
Watson to win the College Foot-
ball Playoff championship 45-40
on Monday night.

The Crimson Tide (14-1) won
its three previous championship
game appearances in runaway
fashion. This game was an in-
stant classic — a relief for fans
who sat through the blowouts
that turned the New Year’s Six
lineup into a dud.

It finally broke open on per-
haps the boldest call of Saban’s
career.

With 10:34 left in the fourth
quarter and Alabama having
just tied the game at 24-24,
Saban took a gamble to try to
keep the ball away from Wat-
son. He called for an onside kick
called Pop Kick from Adam Grif-
fith and Alabama defensive
back Marlon Humphrey caught
it over the shoulder at midfield.

Tide turned.

“It was tough. It really was,”
said Saban, who now has more
national titles than every other
coach but Bear Bryant, the man
who first made Alabama syn-
onymous with college football

greatness.
“I made the decision

to do it because the
score was (tied) and we
were tired on defense
and weren’t doing a
great job of getting them
stopped and felt like if
we didn’t do something
or take a chance to
change the momentum
of the game that we

wouldn’t have a chance to win,”
Saban said.

Moments later, Alabama took
back the lead for good. For the
second time, Clemson (14-1) lost
track of the tight end Howard in
coverage and Jake Coker hit
him in stride deep for a 51-yard
touchdown to make it 31-24
with 9:45 left.

Clemson and Watson proved
to be every bit Alabama’s equal.
The Tigers just kept coming.

Watson led Clemson to a field
goal to make it 31-27, and boom!
Another Alabama big play.
Drake broke free and streaked
down the sideline for a 95-yard
kickoff return touchdown, div-
ing the last 5 yards to the pylon.

Watson threw his third touch-
down pass to make it 38-33 with
4:40 left, and then Alabama
went back to its workhorse
Heisman Trophy winner. Henry
plunged into the end zone for
his third touchdown of the game
to make it 45-33 with 1:07 left.

“We stand toe-to-toe with
everybody in the country,”

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney
said. “This program doesn’t take
a backseat to anybody.”

Watson threw another touch-
down pass to cap a wild 40-point
fourth quarter, but would not
get another chance. Clemson’s
onside kick went out of bounds.
Coker took a knee and after a
two-year drought that felt like
eternity in Tuscaloosa, Alabama
was back on top.

After a loss to Ole Miss in
mid-September, there were
doubters. Saban used them to
fuel his team.

“There weren’t many people
earlier in the year who thought
they could do it,” he said.

The Crimson Tide became the
second team in college football’s
poll era, dating back to 1936, to
win four titles in seven seasons.

Alabama joins Notre Dame,
which won four titles from 1943-
49, but those Fighting Irish
never even played in bowl
games, nevertheless two playoff
games. For Saban, it is his fifth
national championship — four
in his nine seasons at Alabama
— leaving him only one short of
Bryant.

Watson gave the Tide all it
could handle, throwing for 405
yards and four touchdowns, and
conjured up memories of Vince
Young’s miraculous perform-

ance for Texas in the 2006 Rose
Bowl that derailed Southern
California’s dynasty.

The sophomore, who finished
third in the Heisman Trophy
voting, had 478 total yards
against a loaded Tide defense
and bested Young’s 467 yards
against the Trojans. But Watson
couldn’t finish the job the way
Young did in Pasadena, Califor-
nia, and win the national title.

“All the stats don’t really mat-
ter to me,” Watson said. “I just
wanted to get the win and do
something that we haven’t done
in 34 years.”

Instead, Saban and the Tide
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Alabama’s Kenyan Drake (17) celebrates with teammate O.J. Howard (88) after Howard’ s
fourth-quarter touchdown against Clemson in the College Football Playof f championship
game. Howard caught two touchdown passes in the win. 

‘Bama pulls out all the
stops to edge Clemson
in title game shootout

SEE TITLE, PAGE 3

Alabama-Clemson joins list of epic title games
By RICHARD ROSENBLATT
AP Sports Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Welcome to the
epic national championship club Ala-
bama and Clemson.

Your game is a unani-
mous choice to join the
short list of some of the
most dramatic, excit-
ing, fantastic finishes
to a college football sea-
son.

With one big play after another — by
both teams — Alabama beat Clemson
45-40 on Monday night in the College
Football Playoff title game.

An instant classic. And no doubt, this
one will last for a long time.

The game was a thrill-a-minute. Heis-
man Trophy winner Derrick Henry ran
for three touchdowns, including a 50-
yarder to open the scoring.

A daring onside kick with the score
tied 24-all led to an Alabama points ex-
plosion, with quarterback Jake Coker
throwing for two long touchdowns to
tight end O.J Howard. Oh, and Kenyan
Drake returned a kickoff 95 yards for an-
other score.

Clemson didn’t flinch. Dual-threat
quarterback Deshaun Watson threw four
touchdown and had 478 total yards —
403 passing. He was virtually a one-man
show in keeping the Tigers ahead for a
while.

In the end, it was too much Alabama,
and the Tide won their fourth national
crown in the past seven years. 

Here’s a few other epic games that be-
long in the club:

———
NOTRE DAME 10, 

MICHIGAN STATE 10 (1966)
A tie is an epic? When it comes to this

one, it tops the list. Ara Parseghian’s
Notre Dame team came into the game
unbeaten and ranked No. 1. Duffy
Daugherty’s Michigan State team also
was unbeaten and ranked No. 2. The
game, sometimes referred to as the
“Game of the Century,” ended in contro-
versy as Notre Dame, playing at Spartan
Stadium, elected not to try for a score on
the final series. The not-so-Fighting Irish
ended up No. 1 in the final AP poll. The
game featured Terry Hanratty getting
knocked out of the game after a sack by
Michigan State’s Bubba Smith.

———

MIAMI 31, NEBRASKA 30 
(1984 ORANGE BOWL)

Miami, which considered shutting
down its program due to lack of interest
several years earlier, pulled off one of the
greatest upsets to win its first national
title. Led by gawky yet efficient quarter-
back Bernie Kosar, Miami built an early
lead and the hometown crowd rocked
the Orange Bowl. The potent Corn-
huskers needed a trick play — a “fum-
blerooski” TD by lineman Dean
Steinkuhler — to stay in the game. They
pulled within a point with less than a
minute left, but instead of kicking the
extra point that would have assured a
championship, coach Tom Osborne de-
cided to go for the win with a 2-point try.
Turner Gill’s pass was swatted away by
Ken Calhoun.

———
OHIO STATE 31, MIAMI 24, 2 OT

(2003 FIESTA BOWL)
Miami was poised for another perfect

season. They were a unanimous No. 1
choice riding a 34-game winning streak.
Ohio State also was unbeaten, ranked
No. 2, but appeared to be no match for
the speedy ‘Canes. Led by freshman run-
ning back Maurice Clarett, though, Ohio

State outplayed Miami for much of the
game. But it was a still debated pass in-
terference call in overtime that gave the
Buckeyes another chance, and they won
31-24 in double OT. 

———
TEXAS 41, USC 38 

(2006 ROSE BOWL)
This game was like Alabama-Clemson

for excitement, but had an even wilder
finish. It was a No. 1 vs. No. 2 game, and
USC was loaded — with two Heisman
winners in running back Reggie Bush
and quarterback Matt Leinart. Like
Clemson’s Deshaun Watson, Texas QB
Vince Young piled up over 400 total
yards, but his Longhorns came out a
winner when he scored on fourth down
in the closing seconds.

———
FLORIDA STATE 34, AUBURN 31

(2014 ROSE BOWL)
The Tigers stormed to a 21-3 lead be-

fore Heisman winner Jameis Winston
led the Seminoles back. The lead went
back and forth with the Tigers going
ahead 31-27 with 1:19 left. But Winston
led them to victory — and the national
title — with a short TD pass to Kelvin
Benjamin with 13 seconds to go.
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